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ACTS. X1V. 7. 5 
And there Kar preached the cb 
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Tas be of our bleſſed 1 and | 
| Redeemer found themſelves. neceſſitated 
at this time to take the advice he had given 


them long before, that if they were perſe- 


cuted in one city, to flee to another.; which 
they did. Before they came to Lycaonia,- 
they preached the goſpel with ſucceſs at Ico- 
nium, but ſoon found that place too hot for 
them, and themſelves under the neceſſity of 
haſtening away, as a particular perſecution 

aroſe, and the intention of the rulers and 
others was to ſtone them; but they being 


aware of it, fled unto Lyſtra and Derbe, 


Cities of Lycaonia; and unto the region round 


about; and then follows the words of our 


- * 

5 . * r 15 * E bd 
7 4 | . * bg x » 2 3 
* ; ” f 8 

% * Is E 7 ” n 
: : 8 * EW 
” . 
F 


TEAS, IT] 


N 
by DT 


PE] 
tert; and there they preached the a0 fel. In 


which words obſerve, firſt, the quinteſſence, 
beauty, and fubject-matter of the text, the 
Goſpel; and this indeed is the beauty of all 
che written word of God; ſecondly, obſerve 
the perſons intended that were concerned in 
publiſhing this goſpel, Paul and Barnabas; 
they preached it; hence we ſee they were 
not Chriſtian readers; the word of God makes 
1 betwixt reading, preach- | 
ing, and prating; they are things clearly 
fpoken of in the facred' oracles; thirdly, the 
places fpoken of in the context, where they 
preached the golpel, at Lyſtra and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that 
lieth round about; chere they eee che 
goſpel. : 

In ſpeaking to theſe words we purpoſe, 
as enabled, 

I. To confider what the Seipel is; 

H. Shew you what it is to preach the coſpel; 
III. Conſider under what characters Paul 
and Barnabas preached the goſpel. 

Firſt, we are to conſider what the goſpel 
is; and the goſpel is, either, 1ſt, a revelation 
and free flow of God's s grace and mercy, 
through Lan, to — without any con- 

dition 


63. 


news and glad tidings to ſinners; or, gdly, 
the goſpel is the good · will of God manifeſted 
and diſplayed through Chriſt to finners; or, 
"I 4thly, the goſpel is a joyful found of life and 
Z Afalvation to ſinners through Chriſt; or, gthly, 
3H the goſpel is the promiſe of eternal life made 
to Chriſt on the behalf of others; or, 6thly, 


ie goſpel is the living word of truth. 


T7 And the goſpel is either, 1ſt, a revelation 


through Chriſt, to ſinners, without any con- 
_ ditions whatever : : there are no conditions in 


F the goſpel of any kind relating to man; the 
2 goſpel holds forth none; it is a free flow of _ 


God's love and mercy manifeſted through 


quainted, by the ſpirit of God, of their in- 


tereſt in Chriſt, they have appetites given 


them, as well as a taſte, for the goſpel; they 


2 have it as freely as. perſons invited to the 
8 ordinances of the goſpel, fignified by thirſty 


fouls; which character diſtinguiſhes God's 

people from others, as expreſſed by the pro- 
"on (a): Ho, every one that thirſteth, come 
De to the waters, and he that — no Money, 


| ( Iſaiah lv. 2. 
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dition whatever ; or, adly, the goſpel is good 


and free flow of God's grace and mercy, 


Chriſt; and as ſoon as gracious ſouls are ac- 


come 


5 8 


4 60 


come 'ye, buy. and eat ; yea, come, buy ꝛoine 


and milk, without money, and without price. 


So the goſpel is as free of all conditions 
whatever, without money, and without price. 

There are ſome good men, and men of 
* parts and abilities, and great learning, 
that have been greatly miſtaken in this; they 
have declared that faith, and repentance, and 
ſincere obedience, are terms and conditions 
ok the goſpel. What is this but to enervate 


the goſpel, and to turn the goſpel into law, 


and to act very diſingenuouſly, and highly to 


reflect On the Lord Jeſus, who performed I 


every condition that the covenant of works 
required? How then can the free flow of 
God's love and mercy to ſinners, through 
Chriſt, have any conditions annexed there- 
with to be performed by creatures? And by. 


doing this, to turn the goſpel into law, is to 


do injury to our text, and the goſpel in ge- 
neral; inaſmuch as the goſpel is as rich a diſ- 


play of the love of God to ſinners, through 


Chriſt, as can be conceived, and not to be 


appropriated to any doing or work of crea- 


tures, upon any account whatever. There are 
not, there cannot be, any conditions in the 


a goſpel 
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golpel. Faith is none; it is the gift of God (a); 
therefore faith can be no condition: and re- 
pentance is the gift of an exalted Saviour; 
therefore no condition (5). This we' maintain, 
and contend for, as goſpel doftrine, and as 
4M agreeable to the nature of the covenant of 
A grace; and, by the authority of the goſpel, 
2 that it is without any condition; and is 4 
at free flow of love diſplayed through Chriſt to- 
finners: and the chief of ſinners receive this 
bleſſing from the Lord (0. And the Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of this amazing love and merey of 
F God, tells us (d), But Cod, who' is rien in 
= mercy, for his great love wherewith he-loved 
9 us, eden when we were dead in fins, hath. 
#  quickened us together with Chrift ; ly grace 
ye are ſaved, Beſides, if there were any 
conditions in the goſpel, it muſt be ſuppoſed 
1 that perſons are capable of performing thoſe | 
1 conditions, or they are not. If they are, 
they do ſomething: which is not in the power 
of fallen creatures, as in themſelves conſi- 
dered, to do. Faith, repentance, holy obe- 
dience, and what is called pre. requiſites, to 
* performed by man's own ability, is ſome. 
(a) Epbeſ. i 5, 8. . (6) Acts v. 31. 
* 1 Tim. i. 16. (a) Ephef, lie 43 5 
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ching very amazing; and our Lord tells us, 


without him we can do nothing (a). Can a 


man of himſelf repent? It might as well be 
ſaid a man can regenerate himſelf, which we 
know is impoſlible, and denied to be of the 
will of man(6). The Apoſtle ſpeaks different 


language in all his writings, and greatly exalts 
and admires the goſpel, of which he thus 


ſpeaks(c): According to the glorious goſpel 
of the blefſed God, which was committed to 


my truſt : theſe things he preached, and thoſe 


grand and ſublime truths which are cloſely 
connected with the goſpel. 


Or, 2dly, The goſpel is good news and 


glad tidings to ſinners; the beſt news that 


ever reached the ears or impreſſed the hearts 


of. creatures; of polluted, guilty, ſinful crea- 


tures;, creatures that, in ihemſelves, are wretch- 
ed, miſerable, hopelels, loſt, and undane : tis 
not good news unto every individual of man- 
kind, nor to any man that is whole and 
needs not the phyſician; not good news, in 
a goſpel ſenſe, to men thay are dead in tre(- 


paſſes and ſing, that never ſaw. their need of 


Chriſt (aj, chat never made application 10 


(a) Johne xx. 87 (5) John i "a 13. 
(e] 1 Tim. i. ny (%) Mau. is, 13. 
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Him, that never had nor knew any thing of 
the truth of the power of the golpel in their 
ſouls; but tis good news to ſome individuals | 
of mankind, even to all ſuch who have learned 


the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, and found 


him to be precious, as is the ſaying of the 
wiſe man (a): as cold waters to a thirſty foul, 


ſo ts good news from a far country. The 
goſpel is good news from Heaven, that far 
country, that heavenly Canaan : all believers 
in Chriſt prize this, and bleſs. God for his 
everlaſting love that planned, and fixed the 


plan of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; and they 
acknowledge this at the throne of grace with 
thankfulneſs. That was good news of. che 


incarnation of Chriſt, when the Angel ap- 
peared to the ſhepherds, at the ſight of which 
they were terrified; (b) And, lo, The angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord ſhone round about them, and they 
were ſore afraid ; and the angel ſaid unto 


them, fear not ; for, behold, 1 bring you good. 


tidings of great. joy, ww ſhall be to all peo 
ple. Not um o every individual is the goſpel 
good news and glad tidings, but unto per- 


| (a) Prov. xxV. 23. 6) Luke ls 9, 10. 
Be _ ſons 


_ 


( io ) 
- Por that are ſeen they muſt drop into hell 
and periſh for ever without an intereſt in 


eee 
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YZ | | Chriſt. It is the goſpel that gives us this 
| 1 account; the goſpel declares theſe things 
| i} dlearly; that ſets theſe things before the eyes 

| ö aancd underſtandings of ſouls PR by 
| the ſpirit of God. 


©, 2 gdly, The goſpel is the edit In at. - 
God diſplayed through Chriſt to ſinners. 
Owing | to this good- will, and that only, there 
is any goſpel in the Tons: owing' to this 
good-w1ll, there are any perſons quickened 
and made alive by grace; that there are any 
that underſtand the goſpel, and the myſteries 
of it; and it is owing to this good-will of 
God the apoſtle aſcribes the whole of ſalva- 
tion (a): Having made known unto us the 
myſtery of his will, according to hits good 
pleaſure, which he hath burpeſed in himſelf. 
Nothing could influence him to do what he 
hath done for his people in eternity, and in 
time; the ſecuring of all ſpiritual bleflings = 
for them, his elec, entirely reſts upon this 4 
cauſe, his purpoſe, and good-will, and plea- 4 
ſure, as diſplayed through Chriſt, and not on 

any thing foreſeen in them, or. ſhould be 


(a) Epheſ. i 1. 9. 


© ©. 2b 
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done 


En 


Jone by them :  there- is ſuch a ſhine. of thig- 
m the goſpel, that cannot but be embraced 
and ſpoken well of by the people of God, 


when they have taſted the Lord is gracious z. 


and what a diſplay of this does the apoſtle 
exhibit to our view, when he aſſures us (a), 


So, then, it is not of him that willeth, nor of 


him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth 
mercy : and all this muſt be reſolved, jato the 
fovereign good-will and pleaſure; of God, 


where it will ever remain; and this his deter. | 


mined will and pleaſure is maniteſted through: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and through him be- 


hevers enjoy the benefit now, and they have 


a particular taſte given them. and an wages 
ſtanding to know thele things. 

Or, 4thly, The goſpel is a joyful ſound rs 
life and ſalvation through Chriſt to ſinners ; 
and it is a moſt joyful ſound to ſome; and if 
it were not ſounded in this kingdom, what a 


_ wretched kingdom would it be! Tis bad 


enough as it is, though we enjoy this ſo great 
a bleſſing ; and it will be ſounded in a clearer, 
manner hereafter than it is now: may the 


time be haſtened! What would our nation 


(a) Nünanb ix. 16. 
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be, at leaſt in the account of the people ot 


God, and churches of Chriſt, was it not tor 
the goſpel? Why, it would bear ſome re- 


ſemblance to a dark barren wilderneſs, or 


like that melancholy periphraſe which is 


given of hell, that is a place of utter dark- 


neſs. The goſpel is a joyful ſound, but not 


to every individual; tis joyful to thoſe that 


have been enlightened by the ſpirit of God, 
and brought to Chriſt ; that have been enabled 


to venture their falvation | in his hands; that 


have been wrought. upon by the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, and have committed their ſouls into 


the hands of Chriſt, as all truly regenerate 


perſons do, and chat by ſupernatural help. 
Man, by nature, and as a depraved creature, 


has no reliſh for the goſpel of the grace of 


God, this joyſul ſound. Tis true, ſome there 
are, and there will be found others, though 
but few, comparatively, who enjoy this di- 
vine bleſſing and favour. Such are happy 


fouls indeed! Happy is the people chat is 
in ſuch a eaſe (a); and, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 


preſſes it (o). blrffed is the people that know 
the joyful found ; they ſhall wall, O Lord, in 
the light of thy COUNLENANCE : and this light 


(a) Plalm caliv, 15. 00 Plalm Ixxxix. 16: 
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68 
of God's countenance the ſaints are favoured 
with at ſome particular times and. ſeaſons; 
and nothing yields them ſuch ſolid pleaſure 
and delight as it does; and if the people of 


God did always enjoy this favour, which is 


ſo divine and tranſporting, they would bear” 
a greater reſemblance to the glorious. and 
bleſſed inhabitants of che heavenly world, 
who always enjoy it. And this joyful ſound 


we are ſpeeking of, when underſtood, comes 


with evidence and demonſtration. When 
Philip carried the goſpel into Samaria, it was 
a joyful ſound then; for the text ſays (a), and 
there was great joy in that city; and conſe- 
quently muſt cauſe great joy, delight. and 


pleaſure; as 'tis a ſound of life and ſalvation 
by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without any condis 


tions whatever ; and, to all thole that have a 
{piritual acquaintance therewith, to be intes 
reſted in this, to be made acquainted with 
this, to have the witneſs of the Spirit'of ins 
tereſt in this, are things that demand our 
greateſt regard and thankfulneſs; and the re- 
deemed of the Lord will be founding out 
this, in the higheſt notes and ſtrains of praiſe, 
in the heavenly ſtate. ' The ſound of this ſal- 


(a) Acts viii. 8. 


vation 


8 ( 


- vation of ſinners, in themſelves loſt, ruined, 
and undone, cauſes preſent wonder; and "3 
= ji when the goſpel ſhall be ſpread and promul- - 
. gated hereafter, this joyful ſound of life and ; 
| ii ſalvation will be more known, approved of, 
| | [| digeſted, and received; and believers will 
= ſpeak fluently of God's love in Chriſt; for 
Cod ſo loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten ſon, that whoſoever belicveth in him 
ſhould not peryſh, but have everlaſiing lie (a); 
| everlaſting life to be enjoyed without labour- 
: ing or toiling for, as it is the gift of divine 
= grace, is amazing at times to the people of 
1 * God; as when they are enabled to ſee the 
i 3 glory of Chriſt in the myſtery of his perſon. 
and perſections, in the golpel, and a bright | 
I {hine and ſpecial luſtre of the two other di- 1 
1 vine perſons, as will always deſerve the re- 6. 
gard and attention of believing ſouls (6). 
=_ Or. 5thly, The goſpel 1s the promiſe of Y 
eternal life made to Chriſt on the behalf of LL 
Fi others. This is a clear and evident truth; 
| Here it originates and takes its riſe ; here lits 7 
and appears to me ancient and eternal golpel, 
= or the beginning of it : the promiſe of eternal 8 
| life made known in this, to us is of the PF 
q 4 1 | (a) Os Ill, 16. 0 2 Corinth. iv. 6. - 4 
| [ll es greateſt 5 
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50 
greateſt moment; and there is not ſuch ano-· 
ther promiſe reſpecting this, as I remember, 


in all the word of God: in hope of eternal 
"life, which God that cannot lie promiſed before 


the world began(a). Eternal life is promiſed 
in the goſpel, and every promiſe is connected 
with this; all the promiſes : and ſuppoſe we 


take in the whole body of them, and include 


and compriſe them in this (o); for all the pro- 
miſes of God, in. him are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us. The 


promiſe of eternal life is made ours through 


Jeſus Chriſt; or, would you have it further 
confirmed by the apoſtle John (c)? And this 
ic the promiſe that he hath promiſed us, even 
eternal life. There are no conditions. It is 


not, if you repent, and obey the goſpel; it 
is not, if you yield obedience to the demands 
of the law; that is not the goſpel : the goſpel 
is the free promiſe of God the Father to his 


Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and of this eternal 
life the apoſtle John ſpeaks of in its riſe and 


origin, as it was in God, and by the Spirit 


of God made known to all believing perſons, 


either men or women; ſuch that are quick- 


(a) Titus i. 2. () 2 Cor. i. 20. (c) 1 John ii. 25. 
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(6) 
ened and made alive, all truly ſenfible ſouls, 
(a) Theſe things have I written unto you that . 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye 
may know that ye have eternal liſe, and that = 
ye believe on the name of the Son of God. 
He is the beginning and the perfection of all 
the word of God: there would have been no 
diſcoveries of this eternal life but only as 'tis 
manifeſted in and through the Lord Jeſus; 
as he is the life, ſum, and ſubſtance of all the 
goſpel.” The apoſtle Paul, in writing to N- 
mothy, ſpeaks of the goſpel as a myſtery be- 
fore concealed, but now in Chriſt made ma- 
nifeſt and revealed (h): But is now made mas 
nifeſt, by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus | 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and brought 
liſe and immortality to life through the goſpel. 
Or, 6thly, The goſpel is the living word of 
truth. I was going to ſay, ſome preachers of 
the golpel ſay that it is a dead letter; they 
cant, I think, be properly called miniſters of 
the goſpel that ſpeak diminutively of the 
goſpel, and call the word of truth a dead let- 


ter: it may be they are dead themſelves, or 
under dead frames, or keep too much com- 
pany with dead companions. The apoſtle 


(b) 2 Tim. i * 10. 


WO! 1 John v. 19. | 
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1a. 8 
Peter knew: ee than this, ichen he ſays 
to che ſaints (a), Being born again, not of cor- 


Tuptible ſeed, bit of. incorruptible, bythe word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ver. 


We know that the written word of G6d, 
without the influence of the Spirit of God, 
can never give life. - It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing; the 
words that I ſpeak unto You, they. are ſpirit, 


and they are life(b). Tis not in this ſenſe a 
dead letter. There are many precious times 


and ſeaſons, now, when believers can read 
this living word of truth, the golpel, with 


ſome warmth, affection, ſpiritual light, un- 


derſtanding; and edification : there is always | 


entertainment, more or leſs, for . believing 
ſouls, in the goſpel;—at all times it is the 


living word of truth. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


when addreſſing his Divine Father on behalf 


of his diſciples, ſpeaks thus in his petition to 


bim (c): Sandify them through thy. truth: 
thy word is truth : and this is what we call 


the goſpel; which 1s generous wine to the 
ſaints, and the living word of truth: tis that 
by which believers are led into the myſteries 


(a) 1 Pet. i. 2 3. (6) John vi. 63. (c) John xvits 17. 
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ened and made alive, all truly ſenſible foul 4 | 


(a) Theſe things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, and that 


ve believe on the name of the Son of Cod. 
He is the beginning and the perfection of all 


the word of God: there would have been no 
diſcoveries of this eternal life but only as tis 


manifeſted in and through the Lord Jeſus; 


as he 1s the life, ſum, and GiRance of all the 
goſpel. The apoſtle Paul, in writing to II- 


mothy, ſpeaks of the goſpel as a myſtery be- 


fore concealed, but now in Chriſt made ma- 
nifeſt and revealed (/: But is now made mas» 


nifeſt, by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus | 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, and brought 


liſe and immortality to life through the goſpel. 


Or, 6thly, The goſpel is the living word of 
truth. I was going to ſay, ſome preachers of 


the goſpel ſay that it is a dead letter; they 
can't, I think, be properly called miniſters of 
the goſpel that ſpeak diminutively of the 
goſpel, and call the word of truth a dead let- 


ter: it may be they are dead themſelves, or 
under dead frames, or keep too much com- 
pany with dead companions. The apoſtle 


(a) 1 John v. 13. (0) 2 : 1. 10. 
| Peter 
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Peter knew: Ae ei 625 this hen he ſays 


1 che ſaints (a), Being born again, not of cor- 
 Tuptible ſeed, but of- incorrußtible, bythe. word 
of God; which liveth and abideth for Eber. 


We know- that the written word of G64, 
without the influence of the Spirit of God, 
can never give life. It is the Spirit that 


quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing; tlie 


words that I ſpeak unto you, they. are ſpirit, 


and they are liſe (b). Tis not in this ſenſe a 
dead letter. There are many precious times 


and ſeaſons, now, when believers can read 
this living word of truth, the goſpel, with 


"Tome warmth, affection, ſpiritual light, un- 


derſtanding, and edification : there is always 


entertainment, more or leſs, for . believing 
ſouls, in the goſpel;—at all times it is the 


living word of truth. Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


when addreſſing his Divine Father on behalf 


of his diſciples, ſpeaks thus in his petition to 


bim (c): Sandify them through thy. truth 


thy word is truth and this is what we call 


the goſpel; which is generous wine to the 


ſaints, and the living word of truth: tis that 
by which believers are led into the myſteries 


(a) 1 Pet. i. 23. 63 John vi. 63. (c) John xvii, 17. 
Ce es 


5 


of grace; and are in conſequence of this, 


upon their receiving this divine teſtimony, 


and believing, ſealed with the holy ſpirit of 


Promiſe, as the believing Epheſians were (a), 


in whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſalva- 


ton,; in whom alſo, after that ye believed, 
ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit of pro- 


mile. Or, thus, the gore? may be conſt- 


dered; 


I. 4 a free 1 of the covenant of 


peace. 


II. As a free declaration of redemption by. 
the Sed of Chriſt. . 
III. As a free declaration of the pardon of 
ſin by the blood of Chriſt. 

IV. As a free declaration of the gates of 
heaven being opened by the blood of Chriſt. 


- Firſt, As a free declaration of the covenant 
of peace. This is ſcripture language, and 


agrees with the mind and will of God in che 
inſpired writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. The covenant of grace and the cove- 
nant of peace are one and the ſame; they 


are not ſpecifically different, or two cove- 


nants; there is no diſtinction, that I know 
(4) Eph. i. 1g. 


of, 


e's > 5 
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3 
of though ſome have otherwiſe thought; 
neither is it to be thought we could make 
peace with God ourſelves, as ſome have fool- 
iſhly diretted others to do. My peace and 
yours, and our reconciliation with God, is 

brought about and effected only by the Lord” 
* Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore he lays to the 
church of old (a), For this is as the waters of 
Noah unto me, for as I have ſworn that the 
waters off Noah ſhould no more go over the 
earth, fo have I ſworn that I would not be 
wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee ; for the 
mountains fhall depart, and the hills be ve- 
moved, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
_ thee, neither hall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
thee, Here you ſee the perpetuity, ſtability, 
and invariable nature of this covenant of 
peace, which is no leſs than a free-grace co- 
venant, and ſo one and the ſame: and when 
the people of God are enabled by his ſpirit 
to behold how richly it is ſtored with all ſpi- 
ritual. bleſſings, they may with exulting lan- 
guage cry out, Grace, grace unto it (b), while 
they behold a beautiful ſhine of the N 


(0 Iſaiah liv, 9, 10. | (6) Zech. iv. 7. 


C 2 tions 


( 29 ) 


"tions of Jehovah through Chriſt, as wide |. 


known in this covenant; and enjoying the 


privileges of a preached goſpel, and experi- 
encing its ſweetneſs, power, and ſalutary ef- 


fects, they exclaim, as other ſaints have done, 
(a) Beautiful are the feet of them that preach 


the goſpel of peace, and bring glad lidings of 
good things! And ſuch a covenant it is; be- 


caule Chriſt 1s the ſubſtance of it, the body 
and bulk of the covenant; he is the people's 
covenant, by the gift and free donation of 


his divine father (5); and as the apoſtle Paul 


tells the Coloſſians (c), and having made peace, 


through the blood of his croſs, by him to re- 


concile all things unto himſelf. By him 1 lay, 
whether they be things « on earth, or things i in 
Heaven, he hath made peace; and this is a 


ſolid foundation for holy 1 truſt and confidence. 


How weak and fooliſh 1s It, therefore, for the 


unregenerate part of mankind to ſuppoſe 


they have any power to make peace betwixt 
God and themſelves | This is very inconſiſtent, 


indeed, and abſurd, ridiculous, and altogether 


repugnant to truth. 
. Secondly, As a free declaration of redemp- 
tion by the blood of Chriſt, Sinners don't 


0 Rom. Ke 105 09 Maiah ali. 8. (c) Coloſ,1 i, 20. | 
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(a4) 
redeem themſelves, they have no. price; or 


valuable conſideration, to pay to God for 
their fins. ' Believers in Chriſt have found, 


and do now, at times and ſeaſons, when the 


ſpirit of God ſhews them how vile their ſins 
and iniquities are, how incapable they are to 
contribute any thing towards their recovery 


from captivity; and they acknowledge their 


ſins, and mourn over them before the Lord: 


and tis a plain caſe, as we are ſinners, and 


are violators of the law of God, we. have 
nothing to do 1n our own redemption. The 
people of God are as paſſive 1 in their own 
redemption as Lazarus was when he was 
dead and laid i in the grave, But though this 
is our truly miſerable ſtate and condition, the 
goſpel i is a free declaration of redemption by 
the blood of Chriſt ; and : a moſt amiable and 


| glorious goſpel doctrine it is to believers ; 


and to this precious blood of Chriſt it is 
aſcribed and attributed by the apoſtle Peter: : 
(a) Foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as ff loer and 
gold, from your vain conver ſation received by 


tradition from your fathers, but with the pre- 
| cious blood of Chraſt, as a lamb without blemaſh 


(a) 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
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( 22 ) 
and without Spot. Wonderful love, grace, 
and mercy, ſhine here. Can any perſon in- 
tereſted in this precious blood of Chriſt ſpeak 
diminutively and meanly of it, or undervalue 
It, and ſay tis no mare than the blood of a 
mere creature? No, I am perfuaded they 
cannot. Was it no more than the blood of 
a creature, it could be nothing available in 
my redemption, nor ſalvation, nor in the re- 
demption or falvation of any finful mortal 
man; but it is, bleſſed be God for it! the 
blood of him that is God and man united; 
therefore 'tis available for all the great ends 
and wiſe purpoles for which it was ſhed; and 
is of more power, virtue, and efficacy, to 
redeem and fave the chief of ſinners, who 
are God's people, than there is in the power 
of ſin and Satan to damn them. This re- 
demption we are ſpeaking of, as it is by the 
blood of Chriſt, and fo a golpel doctrine, is 
of the greateſt moment and importance; and 
thoſe that contemn, deſpiſe, and reject it, to 
final impenitence, no ideas, words, or lan- 
guage, can fully expreſs their dreadful ſtate 
and condition. On the other hand, we, who 
have believed through grace, can with ſome 
gegree of chearfulneſs, and thankfulneſs, join 
with 


4.8 1 
uh tlie church triumphant (a): And they 


tale the book, and to open the ſeals thereof; 
for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, and haſt made 


us unto our God kings and prieſts, and we 


hall reign on the earth. This is good and 


bleſſed news for the "nt and choice bleſſed 


goſpel truths. _ * 


Thirdly, As a free declaration of the par- 
don of ſin by the blood of Chriſt. God 


poſitions, and forſaken ſome vices; by which 
= they are qualified for pardon: the goſpel 


ple, is to be conſidered as having puniſhed 
ſin to the full in the perſon of Chriſt, their 


he cannot ſpare ſin (), and he will never 
pardon finners in any other way. The blood 


of Chriſt was ſhed for this end and purpoſe; 
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(a) Rev. v. 9, o. ) Plalm Ixxxv. 10. 
„ and 


ſung a new ſong, ſaying, thou art worthy to 


does not-pardon the ſins of men becaule they 
4 . » 

"* deſerve it, and are in ſuch and ſuch circum- 

'3 Aftances, or have acquired ſuch habits and dil» 


J knows nothing of the remiſſion of fin in this. 
way; God, in pardoning the fins of his peo- 


furety. Here mercy and truth have met to- 


gether; for ſuch is the holineſs of God, that 
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FRED as the author to the Hebrews rer us, 
that almoſt all things are by the law purged. 
with blood, and without ſhedding. of blood 


(even Chrilt's blood) 5 no remyion'n). God 
does not pardon the fins of men becauſe they 
are reformed and become virtuous, which 


before were vicious; not upon fuch. a founda- 
tion or bottom as this--no--nor were ever any 
finners pardoned as yet, nor ever will be. 


Pardon of fin is manifeſted to ſinners upon 


the foundation of Chriſt's ſatisſaction and 
atonement for fin, not becauſe (as ſome have 


ſaid ignorantly) the Lord is a benevolent Be- 
ing, or that God will make reaſonable allow- 


ances for our foibles and failures. This agrees 


neither with law nor goſpel. God never did, 


nor never will, pardon ſinners, but on the 


account of Chriſt's ſatis faction: and the 


apoſtle, in writing to the church at Epheſus, 
confirms this (H): In whom we have re demp- 


tion, through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, 
according to the riches of his grace. Men, 
by fin, ate in a ſtate of bondage and ſlavery, 
and guilt, and filthineſs; and ſo, by nature, 


are at a diſtance from God, and in a ſtate of 
alienation and oppoſition to him; and would 


(a) Heb. ix. 22. 


(5) Eph, is . 


* 


have 


625 ) 

have. been for eyer excluded this ſpiritual 
bleſſing of pardon, by the blood of Chriſt, 
had it not been, eternally ſettled in the divine 
mind: nay, we had never known ſuch a free 
and glorious declaration as we have now in 
the ſacred writings. | | 

Fourthly, As a free declaration of the gates 1 
of heaven being opened by the blood of 
Chriſt. And they could be opened by no 
other perſon, nor in any other way; there 
was no other way ſo befitting the nature and 
perfections, and being, of God; as we have 
revealed in the ſcriptures of truth, and clearly 
and ſully manifeſted there, and conveyed 
down to us, as the ground and foundation of 
our rejoicing. Can we think of the gates of 
heaven being opened by the blood of Chriſt, 
and not be thankful? Becauſe he hath ful- 
filled all righteouſneſs; and he hath a right 
to demand an entrance there for all his peo- 
ple (a): Open ye the gates, that the righteous 
nation, which keepeth the truth, may enter in. 
Nay, he hath, by his blood opened the gates 
of heaven ſo wide, as that all the election of 
his Father's grace may enter in; and through 


theſe he enters himſelf (9): Whither the fore- | 


(a) Ifaiah xxvi. 2. 0 Heb. vi. 20. 
D runner 
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Junner is for us entered, even Jeſus, made 


an high prieft for ever, after the order of 
Melchiſedec. And as he hath entered there, 
and hath opened. the gates of heaven by his 
own blood, all his followers will enter the 
ſame way; that 1s to ſay, by the blood of 
Jeſus(a): Neither by the blood of goats, nor 
calves, but by his own blood, he entered in 
once into the holy place, having e 
eternal redemption for us. 
Or, thus, the goſpel may be conſidered, 


I. As a free declaration of the ;uſlification 
of ſinners by the obedience and righteouſcl 


of Chriſt. 
II. As a free Recreation of th expiation 
of fin by the ſacrifice of Chriſt. 5 
III. As a free declaration of NG 
and ſanctification, by the ſpirit of Chriſt. 
IV. As a free declaration of the name, 


perſon, glory, beauty, offices, characters, and 


relations of Chriſt, All g are compriſed 


in the goſpel. . 

Firſt, As a free aria of the Faſtifice- 
tion of ſinners by the obedience and righte- 
oufneſs of Chriſt : by his vicarious obedience 


and righteouſneſs, the whole of his active and 


(a) Heb. 1X, 12. | 
paſſive 


0 27 ) 
paſſive obedience; not partly one thing, and 
partly another, but by the entire obedience 
and righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus. A man 
Cannot be righteous, nor juſtified, without 
this perfect obedience of Chriſt : this is im- 
puted to all the people of God. As Adam's 
fin was imputed to all his poſterity, ſo the 
Z righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to all his 
3 <eleQ; and, as the apoſtle obſerves (a), for as 
by one man's diſobedience many were made 
Jinners, even fo by the obedience of one (mean- 
ing Chriſt) ſhall, many be made. righteous. 
An] fo, by the obedience of one, all that 
are brought to glory are made righteous, 
and juſtified, And here we may bleſs God 
for the goſpel; as tis a free declaration of 
the free juſtification of finners by this obedi- 
ence of Chriſt (); for Chriſt is the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs to every one that be- 
Geyeth.: He perfectly obeyed the law in every . 
precept, and he ſuffered the penalty of the 
law, or we muſt have ſuffered it in hell. for 
ever; and ſovereign. grace and mercy it s 
that all the ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus were 
penal ſufferings: and we that hope, through 
grace, we have an intereſt in Chriſt, as mem- 
(a) Rom. v. 19. 05 Rom. x. 4. 
e bers 


( 26 ) 
unner is for us entered, even Jeſus, made. 
an high prieft for ever, after the order of. 
Melchiſedec. And as he hath entered there, 
and hath opened. the gates of heaven by his 
own blood, all his followers will enter the 
ſame way; that 1s to ſay, by the blood of 
Jeſus (a): Neither by the blood of goats, nor 
calves, but by his own blood, he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained | 
eternal redemption for us. 

Or, thus, the goſpel may be Süden ed, 

I. As a free declaration of the juſlification 
of ſinners by the obedience and righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. 8 

II. As a free declaration of the expiation 
of fin by the ſacrifice of Chriſt. 

III. As a free declaration of nn 
and ſanctification, by the ſpirit of Chriſt. 

IV. As a free declaration of the name, 
perſon, glory, beauty, offices, characters, and 
relations of Chriſt. All N are compriſed 
1n the goſpel. . 

Firſt, As a free decal of the Jaſtifica- 
tion of ſinners by the obedience and righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt : by his vicarious obedience 
and righteouſneſs, the whole of his active and 

(a) Heb. ix. 12. 


paſſive 


Ay 


paſſive ch. not partly one thing, and 


partly another, but by the entire obedience 
and righteouſneſs. of the Lord Jeſus. A man 


cannot be righteous, nor juſtified, vithout 
this perfect obedience of Chriſt : this. is im- 
puted to all the people of God. As Adam's 
fin was imputed to all his. poſterity, ſo the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to all his 
elect; and, as the apoſtle obſerves (a), for as 
by one man's diſobedience many. were made 


Jinners, even fo by the obedience of one (mean- 


ing Chriſt) h, many : be made. rigliteous. 


And fo, by the obedience of one, all that 


are brought to glory are made righteous, 


and juſtified. And here we may bleſs God 


for the goſpel; as tis a free declaration of 
the free juſtification of finners by this obedi- 


_ ence of Chriſt(6) ;- for Chriſt is the end of the 


law for Tighteouſneſs to every one that be- 
lieyeth.: He perfectly obeyed the law in every 
precept, and he ſuffered the penalty of the 
law, or we muſt have ſuffered it in hell. for 
ever; and ſovereign. grace and mercy it . 
that all the ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus were 
penal ſufferings: and we that hope, through 
grace, we have an intereſt in Chriſt, as mem- 
(a) Rom. v. 19. 0 Rom. x. 4. 
„ bers 


(28 ) 

bers of his myſtical body, and have manſions 
Prepared for us in heaven, muſt on this is 
'owing ſolely to the free favour and grace of 
"God; and this is what this goſpel abounds 
with and declares, and is as plan as can be. 
to an intelligent creature, as he is enlightened 
by the ſpirit of God. Scripture language is 
beautiful, at all times, to believers; and ex- 
cellent, ſublime, high and lofty ; and tis no 
wonder the apoſtle ſhould cry out(a), O tie 
depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God! And when in particular 
treating on this ſubject, or in preaching of 
the goſpel, found by bleſſed and happy ex- 
perience, the truth contained and held forth 
therein, and being made effeQual by the ſpirit 
of God to many ſouls, 

Secondly, As a free declaration of the ex- 
piation of fin by the ſacrifice of Chriſt, Sin 
could not be put away, and made an end of, 
and buried i in eternal oblivion, in any other 
way; no real and proper atonement, and 
which is ſatisfactory for all the ends and pur- 
poſes to be anſwered by it, but this, the ſacri- 
fice of Chriſt: and that law and juſtice might 
have their full demand given ten, and be 


a) Rom, xi. 3g. 


perſectly 


| ( 29 ) 
perfeAlly- ſatisfied; Chriſt and his divine Father 
agreed in thoſe eternal ſtipulations, and ſo- 


lemn contract, that were entered into and 


agreed between the, Father and the Son from 


everlaſting : and by Chriſt fulfilling his en- 


gagements, ſin is expiated by the ſacrifice of 
Chriſt : he offered up himſelf, body and ſoul, 
a complete ſacrifice for ſin, and acceptable to 
God(a); and of him, and the perfection of 
his ſacrifice, the apoſtle thus ſpeaks(b), Mao 
being the brightneſs of his glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had 
by himſelf purged our ſins, ſat down on the 
Tight hand of the Majeſty on lagh. And by 
this Chrilt hath removed the fins of his peo- 
ple as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, and. 


out of the Fight of. avenging Juſtice ( (c). A 


moſt precious and comfortable truth 1s this; 


he having made atonement for chem; and faith 
now receives the atonement, and rejoices in 
it: and not only fo, but we alſo joy in God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom alſo 
we have now received the atonement (d). So 


Chriſt, by being ſacrificed for his people, hath 


8 


(a) Heb. x. 19, 14 Eph. v. 2. (6) Heb. i. g. 
Q ©) Plalm cul, 12. e (2) Rom. v. 11. 


effec- 
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effectually PM their ſin, and taken away 
their guilt; that ſhall be no bar nor hindrance. 


to their entering into thoſe bleſſed manſions 


of glory prepared and provided for them 


from the foundation of the world: and what 


a wonderful, amazing, kind, and adorable 


friend muſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be, having 


offered himſelf once a ſacrifice for us, and. 
not often, as the Jewiſh high prieſts, every 


year, by the blood of others, This was not 
needed, nor requiſite for Chriſt to do; for 


then muſt he often have ſuffered, ſince the 
foundation of the world: but now once, in 
the end of the world, hath he appeared, to 


put away fin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf(a). 
Third, As a free declaration of regenera- 
tion, and ſanctification, by the ſpirit of Chriſt. 


All this is declared in the goſpel; and thoſe 


for whom the goſpel was particularly defi gned, 
and to be made to them moſt uſeful, this was 
purpoled by the three Divine Perſons, by 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit. The people of God only are 
the ſubjects of this work of grace; and in 
which they are altogether paſſive. Regenera- 


tion 15 an infuſion, Or implantation, of living 


(a) Heb, ix. 26. I. | 
principles 
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principles in the hearts of mene, by which 
they move and act ſpiritually, and which had 
no exiſtence in them before this grace was 
wrought in them. And now the dead are 
quickened, and made alive to God. And 
ſuch whoſe mercy it is to be bleſſed with theſe 
holy habits, can never ſink into the death of 
fin again, or become unregenerate. Tis true, 
they may be inactive at times, reſpecting the 
_ aftings of this divine principle, and be in 
darkneſs, deadneſs, and perplexity of mind, 
through a different, a jarring principle in 
them, but can never loſe the habit of grace; 
When Nicodemus came to our Lord, he was 
ignorant of this divine life: Jeſus anſwered 
and ſaid unto him, Verzly, verily, I ſay unto 
thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God. Nicodemus ſaith 
unto him, How can a man be born when he ix 
old; can he enter the ſecond time into hus 
mother's womb, and be born? Jeſus anſwered, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man 
be born of water, and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God : that which ts 
born of the flu, is fleſh ; and that which ts 
born of the Spirit is ſpirit (and what 1s'fleſh 
but 8 nature?) Marvel not, that I ſaid 
unto 


4 


aint thee, ye miſt. be born again: the wind. 


bloweth where it liſtethß, and thaw heareſt the 
Jound thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, 


and "whither it goeth ; ſo is every one that is 
born of tlie Shirit (a). We can tell the cer- 


tainty of it, and know the truth of it, that 
ſo it is, by the ſeveral actings of the regene- 


rate principle, by what fruits and effects are 


produced by it; but we know not the man- 
ner or modus of it, as it is inexplicable, and 
is therefore compared to the wind. And 

though we cannot comprehend this work of 


the Spirit in regenerating men, tis abſolutely 
needful and neceſſary, Whatever profeſſion of 
religion men may paſs under: and, however 
ſtrict and circumſpect they may be, without 
the power and influence of the Spirit of God 
to effect this work, they never can enjoy the 
kingdom of heaven; that is moſt certain: 
and wherever this is wrought, 'tis always ac- 
companied with the ſanctification of the Spi- 
rit; as is evident in the characters of the 


Corinthians, who were before wicked, abo- 


minable, and vile; as the apoſtle aſſures us, 


in his writing to chem (O): And ſuch were ſome 


of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are anctiſied, 


(a) John HHS, 415; 6,7, 3. Cor, vi. 11. 
but 


3 


but ye are juſtified, in the name of the Lord 


Feſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. 
Fourthly, And to add no more, The goſpel 
may be conſidered as a free declaration of the 
name, perſon, glory, beauty, offices, charac- 
ters, and relations of Chriſt. We ſhall not 
enlarge here, but leave that to thoſe who by 
divine grace have been enabled to reliſh the 
things advanced, and conclude with the words 


of the text, And there they preached . 5 
Goſpel, 


END OF DISCOURSE I, 


ACTS xiv. 7. 
And there they preached the Goſpel. 


I T will not be improper, as theſe Dil. 


courſes are defired to be made public, 


and ſo to be taken down, that we give you a 
ſpecimen of the method with which we began; 
and it may be remembered we promiſed, 

I. To conſider what the goſpel is; 

II. What it is to preach the el; 

III. Under what characters Paul and Bar- 
nabas preached the goſpel. 

We have in a preceding diſcourſe gone 
through the Fir/i, namely, What the goſpel 
is, —-and now come, 

Secondly, To ſhew you what it is to preach 
the goſpel. 

And 


n 2 = - Nr 
* rh 
1 8 7 
1 1 i ag id | : n 
it = £ * 
FLY 20} = 82 
a % = LS 


IT AIP ISS oe et RE ink 
3 n 3 * r 


E 2 the, 5 ELIE TID me 3 Wd: 2 
. 8 2 n 
5 . - 5 


4 
And to preach the goſpel is, eicher, 
Firſt, To proclaim the mind and will of 


God in the goſpel to athers, as an herald, or 


cryer; or, 
Secondly, Is to preach the N bogus 


of the goſpel; or, 


Thirdly, Is to preach the goſpel in its har. 
mony and conſiſtency; or, 

Fourthly, Is to preach the goſpel in a work- 
man-like and well-digeſted manner. 

And to preach the goſpel is, either, firſt, to 
proclaim the mind and will of God in the 
goſpel to others, as an herald or cryer; the 
alluſion ſeems to refer to ambaſſadors, who 
perſonate their ſovereigns, and publiſh their 
mind and will, and treat of things of impor- 
tance ; and ſo refers to preachers and miniſters 
of the word, who faithfully publiſh the great 
and important truths of the goſpel, and in a 
ſenſe may be conſidered as harbingers and 
forerunners, as they are officers of Chriſt, and 
repreſent him; or like John Baptiſt, who pro- 
claimed the mind and will of God. As to 
the ſubſtance of it (a), The voice of one crying 


zn the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the 


Lord, make hs paths frraght, —he did 1 as 
(a) Mark, 1. g. | 
E 2 .an- 


(5) 

an herald, as a public noted cryer. ſuch a 
one as the prophet Iſaiah is commanded to 
be (a): Cry aloud, ſhare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſ. 


grefſions, and the houſe of | Jacob their fins. 
This 1s the work of an herald, or preacher 


of the goſpel, to declare, and preach the mind 
and will of God, as therein contained, and as 
plain and 0 truths, and not in the leaſt 
to deviate from what he hath in commiſſion 
to preach; and this is the mind and will of 
God, as revealed in the goſpel, that all the 
people of God, not one excepted, neither 
Jew nor Gentile, but ſhall be certainly ſaved, 

every man and woman of them, in and by 
Chriſt Jeſus: And this 25, ays he, the 
will of him that ſent me, that every one 
that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on ham, may 
have everlaſting l: ife, and I will raiſe him up 
at the laſt day(b). And the mind and will of 
| God in the goſpel is, that this goſpel ſhould 
be promulgated and delivered out with inte- 

grity, and uprightnels ; every miniſter of it, 
not one excepted, ſhould do this with all 
plainneſs, and godly ſincerity. 


Or, Secondly, Is to preach the ſeveral doc 
(a) Iſaiah Iviii, * 00 _ vi. 40. 


trines 


( 37 ) 
trines of the goſpel, as they are ſolid, ſubſtan - 
tial, evangelical, and wholelome doctrines. 
They are the wholeſome words of our I 0rd Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and doctrines according to godli- 
neſs(a), and not one of them is to be ſlighted, 
as they come under the notice of the miniſters 
of Chriſt, and are the matter of their ſtudy _ 
and miniſtrations. 

They are ſo to preach By: goſpel, as to keep 
back no part of the price thereof, nor to be 
aſhamed of it: Paul was not, as he aſſures 
us (o), For I am not aſhamed of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, for it is the power of God unto 
Salvation to every one that belirveth: to the 
eto firſt, and alſo to the Greek. But we 
hve 1 in a ſad day, when the goſpel is deſpiſed, 
and men are aſhamed of it. 

Lectures of morality, and moral ſuaſion, 
pleaſe numbers much better; they can't ſtand 
the teſt of of ſeripture, nor endure to hear ſe- 
veral bleſſed truths, which have formerly been 
. Tweeter to the ſaints, than honey, or honey- | 
comb, that are particularly comprized in the 
go'pel, and make a great part thereof, 

But we live to ſee ſomething of the fulkit- 
ment of the apoſile' prediction (c); For the 


0 1 Tim. vi. 3, 00 Rom. i. 16. (c) 2 Tim. iv. g. 
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time will come, when they will not aue : 
ſound dofrine, but after their own luſts, ſhall 


they heap to themſelves teachers, having itching 
ears; Are not things ſo now in this day, and 
too viſible to be denied ? 


It hath been hinted, that to preach the goſ- | 
pel, is to preach the ſeveral dottrines of it; 


we will mention a few, in the room of many, 
that might be inſiſted on: 


Firſt, The doctrine of the Trinity 0 per 5 


ſons i in the Godhead, 


Secondly, The doctrine of E Election. 


Thirdly, The doctrine of Chrilt's perfect 
ſatisfaction and atonement for Sin. 
Fourthly, The doctrine of Chriſt being 
made Sin, and a Curſe for his people. 2 
_ Fifthly, The doctrine of the final perſeve- 


ranee of the Saints in Grace, tO eternal glory. 
—Theſe are goſpel doctrines. 


Firſt, The doctrine of a Trinity of EY "HE 
in the Godhead:—This is plain in Scripture; 


many of the enemies of the goſpel have op- 


poſed this doQtrine, becauſe a Trinity of per- 
ſons are not ſyllabically expreſſed therein, 


which argues the pride and prejudice of mapy, 


becauſe the characters given them in the 
word of God prove it is ſo; and perſons who 
| are 
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are enemies to this truth, rather diſcover a 
rooted hatred and enmity7 and prejudice to 
it, rather than ingenuity, becauſe fo 1 re- 
vealed in che goſpel. 

And though there are many who deny this, 
yet did men attend cloſely to the letter of the 
word, they might read the doctrine of a Tri- 
nity of perſons clear as the ſun there, ant 
may be proved from the baptiſm of Chrift ; 
and it uſed to be a faying among fome of the 
Antients, go to Jordan, and learn a Trinity 
of perſons; this is as plain as needs be; 
and a very plain illuſtration we have of this 
truth, in the goſpel of Matthew, concerning 
our dear Lord, And 7eſus when he was bap- 
tized, went up ſtraightway out of the water, 
and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him, and lo a voice 
from heaven, ſaying, this is my beloved ſon, in 
whom I am well pleaſed(a). Can any deny 
this? As a matter of fact, is it not clearly 
Proved by inſpiration, delivered by an inſpired 
writer, and therefore demands the credence, 


aſſent, and AE AO of Tuck that 
fear God. 
(a) Mat. iii. 16, 17. 


And 


(40) 


And this commiſſion to the diſciples of 


- Chriſt; was given by our Lord Jeſus, after 


his reſurrection from the dead, when he gave 
a charge to them, his diſciples, when they 
were called to adminiſter this ordinance of 


baptiſm, to proper ſubjects of it (a), Go ye 


therefore, and teach all nations, baßtizing 


then. in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve 
all things whatſoever I have commanded you; 


and lo I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world; and tis moſt evident from 
this, that there is a plurality of perſons in 


the Godhead, or three perſons 11 the adora- 


ble Trinity; and this ſo evident, as that one 


and two make three. But plain as it is, as 
we hinted before, perſons are prejudiced 
againſt it, which is of ſo much weight and 


concern in the ſalvation of ſinners. The apoſ- 
tle John fully aſſures us of this truth (H); Tor 


there are three that bear record in heaven, the 


Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe 


three are one: we don'tſay that they are one 
in the ſame ſenſe they are three; that would 
be an abſurdity, reſpecting this great myſtery, 
but one eſſentially, and three perſonally. 


(a) Matt. xxyiii, 19, 20. (6) 1 John v. 7- 


Secondly, 


1 
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Secondh, The . of Eternal Eleklion. 

This is a goſpel doctrine, but can t be endured 
by numbers of profeſſors of religion, who 
diſown it; and in doing ſo, they tacitly 
deny the whole bible; the denial of which 
is to corrupt the word of God, and ſet aſide 
his decrees, and purpoſes. Was it not with 
this doctrine that ſome of our firſt Reformers 
from Popery, I ſay ſome of them, ſet out with, 
and preached it up as the grand foundation 


doctrine of the goſpel? And that it is ſo, 
that there is ſuch a thing as the Lord's 


having an Ele& people, choſen for himſelf, 
that he everlaſtingly ſet his love upon, is as 


clear as the ſun; the apoſtle Paul, the great 
aſſertor of this eternal truth, compriſes it in 


his challenge (a): Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect? it is God that juſ- 
tifieth. Election always ſuppoſeth God's eyer- 


laſting love to his elect, as well as the rejection 
of others(b). Even ſo, then, at this preſent 


time alſo, there is a remnant according to the 
election of Grace ; which ſcripture, doctrine 
however deſpiſed and rejected, will ſtand for 

ever. And the apoſtle further adds (c), What. 
then, "Iſrael hath not obtained that whach he 


0 Rom. vill, 39 (6) Ibid. xi. 6. (e) Ibid. ver. 7. 
1 E ſecketh, © 
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freketh for, but the election halli l it, 


and the reſt were blinded: who the reſt are 
intended b the apoſtle, you ma eafil 
. 2 * Y... Sam 


guels. 


And with reſpeR t to this goſpel doctrine 
and indubitable and immoveable truth, it 
ſtands in the very front, and is the 888 


of all ſpiritual bleſſings, and is ſo placed and 
wiſely conſidered by the apoſile; of which 
take this as a ſpecimen in the room of other 
paſſages of ſcripture that might be advan- 
ced(a): Bleſſed be the God and Father of 


our Lord . Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 


us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
places in Chriſt: According as he hath cho- 
ſen us in hem before the foundation of the 


world, that we Should be holy and without 


blame, before him in love: Having predefiina- 
ted us unto the adoption of children. by Jefus 


Chriſt to himſel , according to the good plea- 


ure of his will, To the praife of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 
in the beloved: This is not only a goſpel doc- 
' trine, but 1s the foundation of all holineſs and 
 fandtification; che foundation of all true reli- 


gion in this world, and ever will be. There 
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never was any real godlineſs but it originated 
| here, however oppoſed by men of corrupt 
minds, that are deſtitute of trutli. 

Thirdly, The doctrine of Chriſt's perfect 
ſatisſaction and atonement for Sin. This is a 
goſpel doctrine, and full of ſolid comfort, joy; 
and confolation to believers, who are ſenſible 
that they owe to God more than ten thouſand 
talents, and have nothing at all to pay; and 
tis more or Jeſs refreſhing-to all that know 
God's way of ſaving ſinners by Chriſt; and Icall 

it perſett latisfaction; becauſe, otherwiſe Chriſt 
is no more than a partial Saviour. 

But, bleſſed be God! he hath made perfe& 
ſatisfaction and atonement for fin, in which I 
rejoice: Nay, what is wondevfald before he 
made his ſoul an offering for fin, he made ſatis. 
faction by ſtipulation and agreement, when he 
lay in the boſom of his divine Father, and be 
came reſponſible for all his myſtical body. 

Tbis doctrine of Chriſt's ſatisfaction 4 
ne for Sin, is the marrow of the word 
of God; and what would the Bible be with- 
out it? and which was particularly delighted 
in by many of our firſt Reformers, as they 
came off from Popery, which we ſeem to be 
8 2 going 
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going back into, as faſt, or 1 than they | 
emerged out of it. 


Theſe things inſiſted on, are cms of the 
greateſt moment and importance; if Chriſt 
has not made atonement and perfect fatisfac- 
tion for my fin, I am in a moſt wretched 
ſtate; muſt eternally he under the wrath and 
curſe of God: But he is made by his divine 
Father, a perfect Saviour (a); For it became 
him for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many ſons un- 


to glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation 


perfeft through ſufferings. This is not a 


novel doctrine, it is a ſolid and eternal 


one, and that which will ſtand for ever; nay; 
when heaven and earth {hall paſs away, this 
{hall remain the ſame as it now is, and ever 
was. This doctrine, and the conſideration of it, 


and a good hope through grace, have delight- 
ed my ſoul and enlarged my heart with thank- 
fulneſs, when thinking over the decrees of 
God, and his reſolves of the ſalvation of fin- 


ners, by Chriſt. 

And this is what Daniel propheſied of, re- 
ſpecting the Meſſiah, as what he would do (5), 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 


(a) Heb. ii. 10. (6) Dan. ix. 24. 


an 


C 
and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, 
and to make an end of /ims, and to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the vifion 
and the prophecy, and to anomt the moſt holy. 
Either Chriſt has ſatisfied for the ſins of his 
people, or he has not; if he has not made 
perfect ſatisfaction if the divine Father has not 
accepted of that ſatisfaction and if law and 
Juſtice are not perfectly ſatisfied, what a dread- 
ful ſtate muſt the church and people of God 
be in? — and to hell we myſt certainly go at 
laſt. To give this up into the hands of 
the Arians, and Socinians, and Baxterians, 
with numbers of others, is ſhameful; and 
many of the Arminians are in the ſame pre- 
dicament ; are of the ſame enn W 
this truth. 

But this doctrine will bear mentioning ovet 
again; the doctrine of Chriſt's perfect ſatis» 
faction and atonement for fin; and this is in- 
cluded in what Chriſt ſuffered, when. he ſuf- | 
fered the penalty of the law ; what he did in 
ſuffering in the law, place, room, and ſtead of 
his people; for all the ſufferings of Chriſt were 
penal ſufferings. 

But this is denied by the W had in- 

tended 
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tended and properly meant by the apoſile 
| Peter; for Chriſt, alſo, ſays the apoſtle, hath 


once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God, being put. to 


death in the fleſh, but quickened by the fſtrrit(a); | 


O, what a ſhine of grace is here! 

 Fourlhly, The Gofirine of Chriſt being 
made Sin and a Curſe for his people. We 
might have included this in the former parti- 
cular, but choſe to keep them diſtinct; tho 
they are both included in the active and paſ- 


ſive obedience of Chriſt. But as the word 


of God diſtinguiſhes them, ſo we choſe to 
conſider them apart, as agreeable to the ſame 
word; and we are aſſured this is a goſpel doc- 
trine as well as the former ; Chriſt was made 


Sin and a Curſe for his people. 


This truth may ſound harſh to fone! but 
we know that he was made Sin, by an act of 
his divine F ather, when all the ſins of God's 
Elect were made to meet upon him; therefore, 


the Church ſpeaking, or the Holy Ghoſt on 


behalf ofthe Church, ſays (5). All we like ſheep 


have gone aſtray, we have turned every one to his 
gwn way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 


iniquities of us all; Sin was charged upon 


(s) x Peter 3. 18. (0 Uaiah li. 6. 
1} | 1 | Chriſt 


{4) 

I Chriſt, though i in himſelf innocent and * 
of all in. 

4 But the juſtice of God, fading! it there, TIP 

5 Chriſt to be the finners ſurety, wounded him 
and ſmote him in the manner he did, becauſe 
he found there on him, all the huge mals, the 
fins of all the Ele& of God, and all their ini- 


upon him, by his own voluntary conſent, and 
no unjuſt act in his divine Father, as perfectly 
agreeing with their determinations: therefore 
we may look it over with wonder and delight, 
and bleſs the Lord for it, as declared by the 
apoſtle Paul (a), He hath made him to be fin 
for us, who knew no fin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
And as he was made Sin for us, ſo he was 
made a Curſe; as is evident from the fame 
apoſtle elſewhere (6) ; Chriſt hath redeemed us 
from the curſe o the law, being made a Curſe 
for us: for it is written, Curſed i is every one 
that hangeth on à tree. Here is grace, free 
grace, myſterious grace, pure grace, both in 
the divine Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; theſe 
things, therefore,” are not to be nn over in 
ſilence. 
(a) 2 Cor. v. 11. (6) Gal ut, 19. 


It 
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Fiſthly, 


quities were imputed to him, or made to meet 
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1 ( 48 ) 
_- Fifthly, The doctrine of the Saints finals 


perleverance in grace to eternal glory. This 
is a goſpel] doctrine; tha: e ſaints not only 


ſtand in the favour of Go | now, but ſhall 
ever remain in the favour of God, though 
nothing but weakneſs and depravity in them- 
ſelves; and they find they have no ſtrength nor 
| power to move heayen-ward; but there are all 


ſupplies of grace for them in Chriſt, and pro-' 


vided for them in the covenant. of grace, by 


his divine Father, for their perſeverance in 


grace to eternal glory 


This is as clear as divine revelation can 


make i it, though this doctrine is greatly abuſed 
and run down by the Arminians in general, by 
almoſt the whole body of them, who deny this 
comfortable ſelf. evident truth, and embrace 
popery in its ſtead. | . 
'Twould be almoſt endleſs to recite ſerip- 
tures in its ſupport, both from the Old and 


New Teſtament, which might be eafily done; 


but I forbear, and now ſhall only mention two! 
or three ; 


Firſt, Our Lord when ſpeaking of his 
ſheep (a), I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck: 


(a) John X. 28: 29s 


tas : 


i 


W 
inns 


— 
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_ them out of my hand. My Father which gave 


them me, is greater than all; and none is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 
Here the Ele& of God are ſpoken of, which 
our Lord calls his ſheep : here divine power 
and faithfulneſs are engaged for their ſafety. 
And concerning this doctrine, that God's 
people ſhall ſurely perſevere in prace, the 
apoſtle Paul, writing to the Philippians, con- 
firms this ſacred truth; Being confident (ſays 
he) of this very thing, that he whcih hath be- 
gun @ good work in you will herform it until 
the day of Jeſus Chriſt (a). That good work 


muſt be loſt and fink into nothing, if the peo- 


ple of God dont perſevere in grace and boli- 
nels to eternal glory. 


We believe that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


has inſpired this and other writers, who wrote 


this and all other divine truths, that they 
wrote as they were moved and influenced by 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſo this doctrine ſhall ſtand 
for ever and ever, whoever oppoſes it. 

And this appears clear and evident in the 
vocation and vivification of the ſaints; namely, 
in their calling and quickening; and the apoſ- 
tle Peter aſſures the ſaints, they were called to 


(a) Philipp. i. 6. 
. chis 


— 


«Sn, 
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this eternal glory, by the God of all grace ; 
But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Chrift Jeſus, after that 
ye have ſuffered awhile, make you per fect, 
Jtabit iſh, Jirengthen, ſettle you(a). 

It is certain, that eternal glory ſhall be en- 
joyed by all thoſe who are the ſubjects of grace 
now ; and that all the people of God, ſhall be 
brought to the full enjoyment and poſſeſſion 
of this eternal glory, as ſure as this truth is 
related and maintained in the word of God. 

But we proceed according to our method. 

Or, Thirdly, Is to preach the goſpel in its 
harmony and conſiſtency, There are no jars, 
nor blemiſhes, nor contradictions, in the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; no, the vriters or penmen of 
it, were employed by the Holy Ghoſt; and 
the preachers of it now, ſhould preach it in 
a conſiſtent way, as in the word of God it is 
revealed: and the doctrines of the goſpel are 
in perfect agreement one with another; all 
agreeing with the perfections of God. 

If perſons blend things together, we can- 
not account for their inconſiſtencies: there is 
too much of a ſpurious goſpel delivered in the 
day in which we live; therefore miniſters muſt 


(a) 1 Pet. v. 10. 


— 


have 


(51) 


have recourſe to the word of God, hear what 
that fpeaks, and attend to it; as fays the pro- 


phet Ifaiah (a). To the a and to the teſli- 


mony; and if they ſpeak not according to this 


word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. 
If men bring any thing contrary to this, it 
is to be rejected and ſet at naught; it always 
becomes preachers of che goſpel, in all 
their preaching, to be harmonious, the ſame 
at one time as another; always to be conſiſt- 
ent with themſelves in their ſermons, and not 
make one part grin at the other, or contra- 
dict each other; this deſerves contempt and 
ridicule, and the apoſtle moſt juſtly and judi- 
cioully obſerves to the Corinthians (5), For if 


the trumpet give an uncertain ſound, who ſhall 
prepare tumſelf to the battle? 


The golpel 1 is a ſpiritual trumpet, and the 
blowing of it is the preaching of it; and tis very 
inconfiſtent and unwiſe, and diſingenuous, for 
Preachers, in their difcourſes, to preach the 
goſpel in one part of their diſcourſes, and 
quite the contrary in the other; or Ber 
what is worſe, neither law nor goſpel. 
| I am not reflecting on any particular 
preacher, but I know it is the common run 


(a) Iſaioh viii. 20. (b) 1 Cor. xiv. &. 
G 2 of 
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of the day i in which we live. But the time is 
coming when it will be otherwiſe ; that day 


Which the prophet Iſaiah. had particularly in 


view; for tho now it is partly accompliſhed» 
yet not as it will be in the latter day (a). And 
it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the great 
trumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall come that 
were ready to periſh in the land of Aria, and 
the outcaſis in the land of Egypt, and ſhall 
worſhip the Lord in Ke holy mount at Jeru- 


ſalem. 


This is the goſpel trumpet; it will be known 7 
and underſtood: it ſhall not then (as now) be 
blown with jars and contradictions, but with 


an even note. 


Or, Fourthily, Is to preach the goſpel i in 
a workmanlike, maſterly, and well digeſted 
manner. The goſpel deſerves our greateſt 
notice and attention, and is to be ſtudied as 
it is the word of God, and ſo the word of 
truth; and ſhould not be delivered in an un- 
couth and inconſiſtent way, nor in a crude, 
Taw, and undigeſted manner, | 
As the goſpel is of great moment and im- 


| portance, therefore the preaching of it ſhould 


bein a workman-like manner ;- it ſhould be 


(a) Iſaiah xxvii. 13. 


vel 
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well ade All the ſcripture deſerves and 
requires the ſtudy of miniſters, but more eſpe- 


cially that of the goſpel. The apoſtle Paul 
exhorts Timothy to this (a); Study to ſhew 
thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that 


needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 
And though it is true that cloſe attending 


to ſtudy is attended with fatigue, and brings 
vearineſs tothe fleſh, as Solomon, that wiſe man, 


ſays to his ſon (), And further, by theſe my ſon 


be admoniſhed ; of making many books there is 


no end, and much ſludy is a wearineſs of 2 
fleſh : he argues thus much, that ſtudy is 


wearinels to the fleſh, thou gh he does not ex- 


clude ſtudy, i in ſo ſaying. 


There is a difference between ſtudying as a 


wearinels, and not ſtudying at all; it is there- 
fore when the Spirit of God A the 


mind, that it is letisfactory, and pleaſant, and 
delightful. | 

So it is in preaching the goſpel; .—ſometimes 
it is hard work, becaule the kind influence of 
the ſpirit is ſulpended: the beſt of men that 


have ever preached i it, have ſometimes found 


| heavineſs and darkneſs, though they have 


(a) 2 Tim. ii. 15. (/) Eccl, xii. 18. 


been 


— 


[ 4.9 


been obliged to preach, when their un 
has not been attended with that life, plea- 


| 


ſure, and delight, as at ſome other ſeaſons: 


the Spirit of God, though always wiſe and 
operative, don't in a powerful way influence 


the miniſters of the gofpet at all times 


alike. 

Or, thus, to preach the goſpel, 

Firſt, Is to preach oP the Spirit's work 1 in 
the goſpel; 


Second, Is to preach it deatly and with- 


out mixture; 


Third, Is to preach it with N end 


boldneſs; 
Fourth, Is to preach the goſpel ſaith- 
fully; | 
Fifth, Is to preach the goſpel conſtantly, 
And to preach the goſpel, ; 


iſt, Is to preach up the Spirit's work 


in the goſpel. The Holy Spirit only can 
make it powerful and effectual; it is not to 


perſuade men that they have power or ability, 


either in whole, or in part, in and of them- 

ſelves, to contribute any thing towards their 

regeneration and converſion; free will, or free 
agency, has nothing to do in this work. 

This is altogether denied to be of the will 
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„ 
of man; and wholly denied by an inſpired 
writer (a); Which were born not of blood, nor 
of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

The Spirit of God is the efficient in this 
work, and that alone; and this is moſt con- 
ſpicuous and particularly evident, in the gol- 
pel throughout, and from the Lord by the 
prophet Zechariah (6); Then he anſwered, and 


ſhake unto me, ſaying, This is the word of the 


Lord unto Zeruboabel, ſaying, Nor by might, 


nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord 


of hoſts. 
If the Spirit's work was more cod up, 
perſons would better underſtand what truth is, 


and be better guarded againſt a confuſed jin- 


gle from the pulpit. Seeing what has now 
been ſaid appears, and are on the fide of 


truth, therfore all that preach the goſpel, 


ſhould preach up the Spirit's work. 
Nay, what is all preaching if this is wants 
ing? Juſt nothing, or as beating the air, with- 


out the influence of the ſpirit of God. 


So in my reading or ſtudying, if I enjoy 
ſpiritual comfort, it muſt be by the bleſſed 
Spirit, for that is his work; and he is that agent 

(a) John i. xg. (b) Zech. iv, 6. 
that 
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the doctrine of regeneration alſo, though in- 
comprehenſible and inexplicable, as to the 
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clear and viſible, that ſo it is (a): The wind 
bloweth where it lifteth; and thou heareſt the 
ſound thereof,” but canſt not tell whence it 
cometh, nor whither it goeth: fo is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 

And as our Lord ſpeaks elſewhere (), If is 
the ſpirit that quickeneth; the fleſh profiteth 
nothing : the words that I ſheak unto you, they 
are ſhirit, they are li Ve. | 

2d, Is to preach it clearly and without 
mixture. A mixture with the golpel is a 
diſgrace and reproach to it, and a reflec- 
tion upon its infinitely wiſe author; and 


be the language of every clear goſpel preach- 
er (c), My words ſhall be of the uprightneſs of 
my heart, and my lips ſalſ utter knowledge 
clearly. 


man inventions; clear of all works of righ- 
| teouſneſs done by creatures; clear of all 
1 (a) John iii, 8. (5) Ibid, vi. 63. (e) Job xxxiii. g. 

1 5 | conditions 


that renders the word profitable} and makes 
the doctrines of grace ſweet to believers: and 


modus of it, the truth and certainty of it is 


what Elihu ſaid of himſelf to Job, ſhould, 


It ſhould be preached clear of all hu- 
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conditions whatever ; ſuch as faith, repen- 
tance, and new obedience, are ſaid to be; and 
ought exactly to tally with that ſcripture (a): 


And he fhewed me a pure river of water of 
tife, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne 


of God and the Lamb; where there was 


no Arminian doctrine to muddy the ſtreams 


of it. 

3d, Is to ITY it with courage and bold- 
neſs. When I ſpeak this, I don't deſign nor 
mean that it conſiſts in making a great noiſe 


in preaching ; though at the ſame time I am 
not fond of ſleepy preachers : there is a cou- 


rage and fortitude of mind becoming every 
one engaged in the ſolemn work of the miniſ- 
try; or how can 1t be ſuppoſed they ſhould 
continue ſtedfaſt in their work? | 

Many a true miniſter of the goſpel has 
met with much oppoſition in preaching of it; 
but we are not to be afraid of the face of any 


man: we ſhould take the advice the Lord 


gave to the prophet Jeremiah, when he was 
about to ſend him to the Children of Iſrael : 
Be not afraid of their faces, for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord (b). 

So the preachers of the goſpel ſhould not 


(a) Rev. xxii. 1. (5). Jer. i. 8. 
185 s 


— —— 


RES 


— 


* 1 eee wer Ae 


— r ——— 0 
— + : 92 [2 oy VI 
— * * * Pl © A ww 
33 NE ——— 
— — 


_— \ - a \ l 
a oy l b > a 
2 Fr _- | = 
a g & - \ . 
4 \ ; l 
. \ ' Z 
J. 4 l 4 \ 
„ . o 
A ST CY * A ; y — _ — * A } . 2 o 
N * & 4 2 er — — _ nn — — — 5 — i JOE * — 8 
* — 2 * _ . =» 2 * e "Swan 15 "> — — . —— — ng . 1 — / 
4 — — _ * 7 — Al 5 — yr . 2 — 4 
a * * * et an « "a 8 TI G 7 ax 2 = ſo * 
3 "fy S 2 — 2 1 4 2 N * * . F * — W ——_—_ 2 7 . — * = PR . L \ 
— — — "I ” — — 2 e * 22 4 - hy 2 5 " q - 9 * =, — ww 
* — a. py. K 72 * a F-. — — * AS 1 en — —..- — — ** 
. — — by < — q = "= — 3 — rr 222 pa — 2 > „ = 4 "RIPE Ts he? q Ag 2 a n N 
3 1 n 3 r IC: "ibn. L 2 3 1 — — LY 9 e ra ons _ — 5 — — 4 * — ge" 8 
* =_ on w 5 2 TE x — . — cer Sms ns — n < 4 - * — — — Pa os Aw cr F — "> es = f 
4 po on — —— . — 2 — Ws Dr „ . nenn R Worry . to 2 5 hr — — * 55 
0 * 0 8 —— — — — — — — * — —— g * 2 — — 2 — obo. ; $4 * -» 7 Ie —_— — 
* c : el % ö _ » — — — — aq + — 
OS SY 2 — — 5 — — ——ũ——2——é— — ps — —— racy * — 
. — 44> 8 — —— —. — 


( 8 ) 
be afraid of men: the goſpel Is not tO be 
with-held, ſhould it be abuſed. And it would 
be well if all goſpel miniſters were as it was 
with Peter and John, when they were cal- 
led before the rulers of the Jewiſh Sanhe- 
drim (a): Now when they ſaw the boldneſs of 
Peter and John, and fercewved that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled ; 


and they took knowleage of them that they had | 


been with Jeſus. 

They perceived they were pen and 
ignorant men; that is to ſay, they had no 
academical learning A like account we have 
that Barnabas gives of Saul after he had been 
converted, and was afterwards. called Paul: 
But Barnabas took him, and brought him, 
to the apoſiles, and declared unto them how 
he had ſeen the Lord in the way, aud that he 
had ſboken to him, and how he had preached 
boldly at Damaſcus m the name of Je- 
fus (b) 

The goſpel is not to be preached with in- 
difference (though it is not in the power 
of any preacher to quicken himſelf), but with 
ſome degree of concern and divine fervor, 
and affection, which is very becoming every 


(a) Acts i Iv. 1. ) Ibid. it. 27: 


miniſter. 
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miniſter of the goſpel ; they are particularly 
to regard this. 

4th, Is to preach it faithfully, or in faith- 
fulneſs. As thoſe that know they ' are ac- 
countable to God, it is to be preached as 
in the ſight of God, with all the ſeveral truths 
of the goſpel connected therewith, and that 
are therein declared and made known by 
the Spirit of God, 
And thele are to be preached faithfully, as 
the Lord warned the prophet Jeremiah againſt 
the falſe prophets (a). The prophet that hath 
a dream, let him tell a dream, and he that 
my word, let him ſpeal my word faithfully : 


what is the chaff to the witat, Jaith the 
Lord ? 


Let ſuch a dreaming prophet tell his dream = 


out; but ſtrict faithfulneſs is required in every 
miniſter of the goſpel: and as the apoſtle ob- 


ſerves to the Corinthians, Moreover, it is re- 


gutred in ſtewards, that a man be found faiths 


Jul (O). 
Zth, Is to preach it conſtantly. It is not to 
be dropt, in time of perſecution, when it is 


a difficult matter for miniſters of the golpel 


to preach, by reaſon of their enemies; that 
(a) Jer. xxiii, 28. 9 1 Cor, iv. 2. 
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have raiſed bitter, and awful perſecutions 


againſt them, as the miniſters of Chriſt. 

Such times have been, and may be again: 
awful times we now live in, and awful times 
may be expected in this nation. It would be 
well, if thoſe that are engaged i in preaching 
the word, and have a call from them that are 
Judges of the truth, and may eſteem them pro- 
per perſons for ſuch a work, that they conti- 
nue therein as the apoſtle Paul exhorts Timo- 
thy (a): But continue thou in the things 
which thou haſt learned and haſt been aſſured 
of, knwing of whom thou haſt learned them. 

To preach the goſpel conſtantly, is to 
preach i It at all times and ſeaſons, at all oppor- 
tunities: my preaching among you ſeems al- 
moſt over; my race is almoſt run; and con- 
fidering theſe things, was one reaſon of my 
firſt thinking on this ſcripture for your enter. 
tainment. 

The apoſtle exhorts Timothy to this (ö): 
Preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 


out of ſeaſon. ; rehrove, rebuke, exhort, with, all 
long ſuffering and doctrine; meaning this 


golpel. 
Or, thus, the goſpel ſhould be preached, 
(a) 5 Tim. 1 iii. 14. (6) Ibid, iv. 2. 


Firſts 
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Firſt, As the goſpel of the bleſſed God; 
Second, As the goſpel of the grace * 
God; 
Third, As the goſpel gf Chril. who is God; 
Fourth, As the goſpel of our Salvation ; 
Fifth, As the goſpel which 1s everlaſting. 
1ſt, As the gaſpel of the bleſſed God. God 
is the author of it, and it very jultly bears 
that epithet ; thus the apoſtle ſpeaks of it to 
Timothy (a), According to the glorious goſpet | 
of the blefſed God, which was commatted to my 
truſt : And may be called glorious, becauſe 


the glory of all the divine perfections are dif. 


played therein, and the glory of each divine 


perſon in the glorious Trinity. 


And as God is the author of all the real 
glory of. the ſaints now, and of all the glory 


they ſhall be brought to in the heavenly* 


world, therefore it may well be called the 
glorious golpel of the bleſſed God, as there is 
ſuch a rediant ſhine of divine glory through 
the whole. 

And it is to be preached as the W of 
the bleſſed God, wha is, and will be eternally 


bleſſed ! in himſelf ; and becauſe he makes his 
Freatures bleſſed, men as well as angels: : the 


(a) 1. Tim. i. 11. 


ſpirits 
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ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, when they 


were on earth, were hleſſed by him. And | 
how will the ſaints hereafter enjoy this blef- _ 


ſing, when this goſpel of the bleſſed God, his 


grace and mercy through Chriſt, will particu- | 
larly be made known to them (a): Which in 


tas time he ſhall ſhew, who is the bleſſed and 


only potentiate, 1 King of kings, and Lord | 


of lords. 

2d, As the goſpel of the grace of God. — 
That ſhine of free favour and love, that ap- 
pears to ſenſible ſinners as moſt glorious and 


beautiful; it was this grace of God that Paul 


had in his commiſſion to preach, and knew 


more abundantly than others (0); Unto me, 
who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, is this. 
grace given, that I ſhould preach among the 


Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
And the unſearchable riches of Chriſt are 


comprized in this goſpel of the grace of God; 
and if the luſtre of it appears, and ſhines with 


ſuch refulgency now, what will it do in the 

view of the ſaints hereafter, when its power- 

ful effects will be more clearly diſcerned ? 
From an acquaintance with this, the apoſtle 


Paul valued not his own lite, as he tells us, 


(e) 1 Tim. vi. 13. (8) Eph. iii. 8. | 
when 
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when ſpeaking of his bonds (a). But none of 
theſe things move me, neither count 1 my life 
dear unto myſelf, ſo that 1 maght fenaſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpet 
of the grace of God. You lee here, a ſhort 
hint, or ſpecimen, my friends, how and what 
It is to preach the goſpel of the grace of God. 
And it was the grace of God, that provided 
Chriſt; that laid all our help upon Chriſt; 
and it was the grace of God, that moved him to 
bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, 

24, As the goſpel of Chriſt, who is God. 
In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God, and the word was God (). Chriſt 
was in the boſom of the Father from everlaſt- 
ing; and the apoſtle John further adds, Al/ 
things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made (c). How 
will thoſe baſe creatures, the Arians and Soci- 
nians, anſwer thoſe bleſſed paſſages concern- 
ing the deity of the Lord Jeſus, which are de- 
nied by them, though it ſhines with equal luſ- 
ire, and as clear as the deity of the Father? 
He that made all things, muſt be God, and pro- 


(a) Akts xx, 24. (5) John i. 1. (e) Ibid. i. g. 
perly 


E 


| petly God too. All things were made bp 
Ar: Chriſt therefore Chriſt is Gd. 
Not only fo. but the apoſtle further mul. 
trates this bleſſed truth (a); And we know tat 
the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
under ſtanding that we may know him thattstrue; 
and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt ; this is the true God, and eternal 
life, And it is in this Lord Jeſus we believe 
and confide, and in bin we truſt all our fal- 
vation. : 
He is not only God, but the true and ever- 
laſting God; and therefore we are obliged to 
contend for his deity and perfections, as all 
the perfections of deity reſide in him; and 
the apoſtle Paul was ſo intent upon this that 
he tells us (5), For by him were all things crea- 
ted that are in heaven, and that are in earths 
vifible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or Hr incipalities, or powers : : 
all things were created by him, and jor ham ; 
and he is before all things, and by him all 
things con ſiſt. 
This ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we have 
been preaching to you once more, is the 
true and mighty God; and great reaſon we 


(a) 1 John v. 20. (4) Coloſ. i. 16, 17. 


have 


( bg ) 
have to bleſs his name for this truth; alſo, 
from the ſame _— writer (a): - Whoſe are 
the Fathers, and of whom. as concerning the 
Feſt: Chriſt came, who is over ell God eſe 
For evermore. 
4th, As the golpel of our falvatian, it is to 
be preached as it is therein revealed, opened, 
and explained in all its branches, becauſe it is 
dur ſalvation from firſt to laſt; or our ſalva- 
tion by grace and Chriſt, is revealed there» 
and is included, and opened, and applied by 
the Spirit in the goſpel, and received by faith; 
and thanks and praiſes are given unto the 
Lord upon the account of it. 
And in the goſpel, falvation by hdg 1s, 
. freely aſſerted ; and this is good ſood for the 
faith of God's people, as che awaits fully de- 
clares to the Epheſians (5) ; In whom ye alſo 
truſted after that ye had heardtheword of truth, 
the goſpel of your ſalvation: 1n-whon alſa af- 
ter that ye believed, ye were ſealed with * _ 
ſbirit of promiſee. 
This goſpel of our ſalvation is of great con- 
cern, and as ſuch to be preached : and what 
is intended by the apoſtle when preaching at 
Antioch, when he calls it the word of this ſal- 


(% Rom, is. 5. (b) Eph. i. 18. 
5 __ © vation 


i ² w . — 
- 
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vation (a); Nen and brethren, children of 2 
Nocł of Abraham,” and whoſoever among you 
feareth God, to you is the word of this ſal- 
vation ſent :-and a great, free, enn and 
meſtimable bleſſing it is. 
th, This goſpel is to be preached as 
the everlaſting goſpel. It bears this epithet 
very juſtly NOW, and will not end; when time 
is over with us, it will be the everlaſting goſ- 
pel ſtill (6); ſaw another angel fly in the midſt 
of heaven, having the everlaſting goſpel, to 
preach unto them that dwell upon the earth, 
andto every nation and kindred, and tongue 
and people. And though the time is haſtening 
Y . when gofpel ordinances will not be needed, 
1 nor adminiſtered, as now; nor any goſpel 
preachers attending this ſerviee; yet there will 


1 Barnabas, When here, preached it with great 
a -affiduity, it may give us ſome pleaſure and 
| FatisfaQtion- to read over our text, And there 
tg . e the one. 


.@ Ade vi. 26. 0 Rev. xiv. 6. | 


. 


3 be an everlaſting goſpel. And as Paul and 
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WWE E need not apoligize for brevity, nor 
obſerve any thing further with reſpect 
to introduction to this paſſage of ſcripture, 6a. 5 
much as we are about to take our leave of the 
ſubject. In doing of which, we come to 85 
der the laſt head of doctrine propoſed; 
III. To ſhew you under what characters 
Paul and Barnabas preached the goſpel. 
And they preached the goſpel, 
Either, Firſt, As the apoſtles of Chriſt; 
N Second, As the miniſters of Chriſt; 
Or, Third, As the ambaſſadors of Chriſt; 
Or, Fourth, As the brethren of Chriſt; 
05 F ilch, As the ſtewards of Chriſt. 4 
"Ta Ang; 1 
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And under theſe characters, one or all of 
them, Paul and Barnabas preached. the goſ- 
pel: 

Either, 1ſt, They preached the gol] pel as 
the apoltles of Chriſt; and the name of an 
apoſtle i is a great name; a name of great dig- 
nity, of honour, power, and authority: and 
ſuch were the apoſtles we are ſpeaking of; 
who were highly honoured, and inveſted as 
they were with this ſhining character, and ho- 
nourable appellation, the apoſtles of Chriſt, 
and had a conſiderable charge given them; 
whoſe work was to plant churches, by preach- 
ing Chriſt, which they were to oblerve with 


punctuality. 


We 4h remember i in All the beied wrir 
tings that they were deficient herein; but they 


| attended at all times and ſeaſons, when and 


where the providence of God called them; 
even to thoſe places, to Lyſtra, and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia, as there was further work 
and buſineſs for them to do there, and parti- 
cularly Paul, in healing a man that was a erip- 
- ple; upon which ſacrifice was propoſed to be 
done by the prieſt of Jupiter (a); Then the 
: prieſt of Jupiter, which, was before their city, 


rao hr hs 


" ol 


brought, 


4 
brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, 
and would have done ſacrifice with the heople. 

Which when the apoſtles Barnbasand Paul heard 


of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the 3 
people, crying out, and ſaying, Sirs, why do e | 
theſethings? we are men "of lite paſſions with | 
you, and preach unto you that ye ſhould turn | 
from theſe vanities unto the living God, which | 

made heaven and earth, and the fea, —_ 2 ll 
things that are therein. j 
And we find, reſpeQing the apoſtle Paul, = 
though his work and office was great, yet he l, 
had particular and ſpecial furniture for the | 
dliſcharge of the ſame ; as in an extraordinary i 


manner he was repleniſhed from the Lord: 
and he tells us (a): Not that we are ſufficient 
of ourſelves to thank any thing as of ourſelves ;_ 
but our ſuffictency is of God, and he ſpeaks 
this with great humility of mind, and then 
adds, Who alſo hath made us able miniſters of 4 
the New Teſtament ; not of the letter, but: of 1 
the ſpirit : for the letter killeth, but the ſparth 
giveth | Wa: 16-75 
And this fame ern in man of God ſays to che 
1 Ge (b) For I ſuppoſe IT was not a whit 
- behand the very chieſeſt of the apojiles : and ſays 


— rt wg. ee — 
oP r F 


— & — 
222 = 


— * — 
— 


(a) Cor. ii. 5, 6. () Ibid i. 6. and xi. 11. | 
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zn the next chapter, / am become a fool aids 
Ming; ye have compelled me: for [ ought to 
have. been commended. of you : for in nothing 
am I behind the very clugfeſt apoſiles, though i 
4 nothing. 

He obſerves he was not kia * Es and 
i 9 he ſaid he was nothing, at can't be ſup- 
poſed he meant that he was a non: entity, 
or that he had no exiſtence, made no appear- 
ance in the world, or was nothing in the ac- 


+ "count of God: for he was ſomething in the 


account of all the three divine perſons, God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 7] 

He was greatly accounted of by them all: 
he was 1n great repute among all the churches 


in general; moſt of them greatly reſpected 
bim upon the account of his office, as being 


an eminent apoſtle of the Lord Jeſus ; and, 
therefore, when he calls himſelf nothing, what 
can be meant, but when compared with the 


n ? and ſo nothing in his own eyes. 


So Paul and Barnabas preached the goſpel 
as al apoliles of Chriſt; but they are not reckon- 
ed as included, or making up the number of 
the twelve apoſtles: no, they are quite differ- 
ently to be conceived of—Paul and Barnabas 


were added to the twelve apoliles that our 
Lord 


6 


Lord Jeſus ſent out, of which you have à par- 


ticular account in the tenth chapter of Mat- 
thew. Paul and Barnabas were apoſtles ſent 


out long after them, and being added to them 
mne the number fourteen; 
And the apoſtle Paul, writing to the chuck 


at Epheſus, after his uſual » ſalutation, tells 


them that they were (4) Built upon the foun- 
dation of the apoſiles and. prophets, » Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone. _ 
And how amazingly are the twelve apoſtles 
ſpoken of, and characterized, and adorned, in 
the New-Jeruſalem ſtate: and what an honour- 
able mention is there made of them by the 
Holy Ghoſt; And the wall of the city had 
twelve foundations, and in them the names a i 
the twelve apoſites of the Lamb. 5 | 
Properly ſpeaking, there is but one founda- 
tion; and that is Chriſt, for ſinners to build 
their faith and hope upon; and the golpel 


knows no other; yet in a goſpel ſenſe, and as 


miniſterially conſi dered, and as they laid 
Chriſt the foundation in their miniſtry, there 
| may be ſaid to be twelve ; and the wall of the 
city had twelve foundations. 


But theſe two apoſtles, as before ect | 


(a) Eph. ii. 20. 


that 
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that were added, were two diſtinct from the 
reſt ; namely, Paul and Barnabas : the othet 
twelve were ſent forth immediately by the Lord 
Jeſus; and theſe two by the Holy Ghoſt. 
We find when the church that was at An- 


| ticeh was aſſembled together (a), And as they 
miniſtered to the Lord, and faſted, the Holy 


Ghoſt ſard, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 


the work whereunto I have called them. 


The others were immediately fent by the 
Lord Jeſus; and theſe two by the Holy Ghoſt. 
They did not only preach the goſpel as the 
apoſtles of Chriſt, 'in a lively, powerful, and 


ſpiritual way and manner, but they preached 
the goſpel as thoſe that (with the Corinthians) 


had been put into Chriſt by the electing grace 
of Jehovah the Father (b). But of him are ye 


in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us 


wiſaom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctificution, 


and redemption. They were in Chriſt in the 
fame ſenſe Paul and Barnabas and the reſt 


of the apoſtles and believers in — in com- 
mon are. 


Or, ad, As the miniſters of Chriſt they 
preached the goſpel. Both in the lame ſenſe, 


their work was the ſame with reſpett. to 


(a) Acts xiii.'s, (0) 1 Cor. i. go. 
preaching, 


023 


preaching, and as men authorized from the 
Lord; though their different characters are 
related apart, and ſo ve conſider them apart. 
The apoſtle, in writing to the Corinthians, 
with reſpect to himſelf and Apollos, lays, | 
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but mi- | 
niſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man (a)? | 
The apoſtles were interpreters, teachers, 
or leaders; and what was their mercy ; Paul 
and the other apoſtles? They did not only 
preach the goſpel, but they preached it with a 
great deal of clearnels, ſublimity, and analogy ; | 
with goſpel power, not only as miniſters to ö 
miniſter the word, but were men of ability 1 in 
defending the goſpel. 
They are called able miniſters; all miniſ- 
ters can't be ſaid to be able miniſters :—the 
apoſtle ſays (], . Who alſo hath made us able 
mniſters of the New Teſtament ; not of the let- 
ter, but of the ſpirit : for the letter killeth, but 
_ the ſpirit giveth liſe. 
They were perſons upon all occaſions able 
to defend the truth, by arguments the moſt 
weighty and forcible : we ſhall never have 
luch again, except in ſome meaſure (one here 


(a) 1 Cor, li. Go (s) 2 Cor. iii. 6. : ö 
K and 
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and there, who bear ine ſemblance to them} 
unti] the latter day, when the ſpirit ſhall be 


poured down in a more plentiful manner 


than it is at this time. 
The day in which we live, is a muddy, 


dea k, and gloomy day; and the ableſt miniſ- 


ters of the goſpel now, are no further inſpired 


to preach, but as led and directed by the 


written word, and that is ſufficient. +» 
We expett no other revelation of the mind 
and will of God, than we have in the goſ- 


- pel; and what we have received from the 
Lord, there is great xeaſon to be thankful 
for; and great is the grace which appears, 
and is diſplayed in this glorious goſpel ; and 


both are united together, to glorify the great 
author of it. 


Paul accounted it one of the greateſt bleſ. 


fings to be a preacher of this golpel(a) : 1 
thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who hath enabled 


me, for that he counted me faithful, putting 
me into the miniſtry. The apoſtles did not 


put themſelves therein, or intrude into this 


office, as many perſons do in the 
now. 


Or, 3d, As the ambaſſadors of Chriſt they 


(a) 1 Tim. i. 12. 


preached 
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preached the goſpel, and were well qualified 


for ſuch ſervice. They were explainers, or 


interpreters of the word: nay, they were me(- 


ſengers; as there are meſſengers or ambaſ- 


ſadors, in a literal, as well as in a goſpel 


ſenſe. 


So were thoſe perſons, in a very eminent 


manner; they were ſpiritual ambaſſadors: of 


this the apoſtle makes mention (a): Now then 


we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 


did beſeech you by us : we pray you in Crs '$ 
ſtead, Be ye reconciled to God. 


The Corinthians, by the preaching of the 
goſpel, were reconciled to God's way of 


ſaving ſinners, by Chriſt, already; and their 


recaneiliation, and the reconciliation of all 


the elect, has been effected by Chriſt, who - | 


hath made peace by the blood of his croſs. 
And this goſpel known and underſtood, 


and powerfully enjoyed, will deſtroy all that 


natural and innate enmity, and ſwellings of 
pride, that are found in men. But there is a 
being reconciled to God in the diſpenſations 
of his providence Paul was a very emi- 


nent and wiſe ambaſſador for Chriſt, and 


to the Epheſians ſays ( ' or which 1 an 
(a) 2 Cor. v. 20. (5) Eph. vi. 20. 
K 2 an 
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an ambaſſador in bonds : that therein 7 may 
ſpeak bol iy, as 1 ought to ſpeak. 

And 'tis evident, that an naked ſig- 

nifies a meſſenger, agreeable to that paſ- 

ſage (a), For the praeft's lips ſhould keep know- 

ledge, and they ſhould ſee the law at his 
mouth : for he 1s the meſſenger E the Lora of 
hoſts. © 
Or, 4th, FR the brethren of Chriſt, they 
". preached the goſpel. Having one God and 
Father, and as brethren, they were in near 

relation to Chriſt: they were owned by him 
in this relation; they were partakers of the 
ſame nature, and partakers of the divine na- 
ture; and their miniſtrations ſhone forth 
abundantly. | | 
And to be Chriſt's brethren, what a mer- 
= cy and privilege is this ? a mercy that can 
: never be purchaſed by all the riches of 
= this world. Though it is not all men in the 
| miniſtry that are brethren to Chriſt ;—but 
| every true miniſter is a brother to him, and 
will be owned by him hereafter : they ſtand 

in relation to him as ſuch, and he will own 
3 5 his brethren, as they are his ſpiritual kindred. 
[ When our Lord Jeſus was riſen from the 
* (a) Mal. ii. 7. [OE 


dead, 


( 77 ). 
dead, and Mary Magdalen had been ſeeking 


him at the ſepulchre with tears, he ſays to 
her (a), Touch me not, for lam not yet aſcen- 


ded to my father ; but go to my brethren, 
and ſay unto them, J aſcend unto my father,” 
and your father, and to My God, and to Hour 
God. | * 
" is worthy of our notice from this ſcrip- 
ture, where Mary is forbidden to touch her 
Lord, what an "unſpeakable mercy it is, that 
the greateſt, neareſt, and ſweeteſt embraces 
between Chriſt and his people, are deſigned 
for the heavenly ſtate: well, theſe were the 
brethren of Chriſt, in an eminent ſenſe; yet 


tis moſt certain, from the ſacred 3 : 


that all regenerate, heaven-born ſouls, may 
be conſidered 1 in this relation of brethr n to. 


Chriſt, though not miniſters of the word ; but | 


more eſpecially ſuch perſons that Wo have 


been ſpeaking of : they preached. the golp el 8 


as brethren that vere fore - Known by *t the 


Lord, as others are (), For whom he did Vore- 5 
| know, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to 


0 


99 


the image of has Son, that he might be the EE, 


born among many brethren. x 
(a) Jokn XX. 17. 00 Rom. vii. 29. 


Chriſt 


ln = 10 


hs 


| ( 78 ) . 
Chriſt 1 18 the firſt-born, and he owns. his 


brethren (a); 7 will declare thy name, as he 
ſays to his Divine Father, unto my brethren ; 


for both he that ſanttifieth, and they who are 


ſanctiſted, are all of one ; for which cauſe he 
2s not aſhamed to call them brethren. And the 
apoſtle Paul, writing to the Corinthians, and 
ſpeaking of brethren, ſeems to defi gn miniſters 
of the word, who for their work ſake are ſo 
called (h): Or our brethren be enquired of ; 
they are the meſſengers of the churches, and 
the glory of Chriſt, _ 

Or, 5th, As the ſtewards of Chriſt, Paul 
and Barnabas preached the goſpel. And they 
had treaſure, rich treaſure, committed unta 
them, and put into their hands; and they 
had a large ſtock put. into their hearts: they 
were intruſted with the goſpel ; and the goſ- _ 
pel 1s of the greateſt account, of the greateſt 
worth, of the greateſt moment, of the greateſt 
excellency; all the ſuppoſed excellencies of 
this world, when weighed in the balance with 
Chriſt and his goſpel, are lighter than a fea- 


ther: chis the apoſtle Paul well knew; and, 


ſpeaking of himſelf and others, ſays (c) Let a 
(a) Heb. ii. 11, 13. (5) 2 Cor, viii. 29. (c) 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 


man. 


N 

mah fo account of us, as of the miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God: 
moreover, it is required in ftewards that a 
man be found faithful. Theſe were conſidered 
as preachers of the goſpel; and as ſtewards, 
the goſpel was given unto them; they had a 
ſpiritual underſtanding of it; they knew it in 
its purity, glory, beauty, and excellencies, and 
in the power and influence of it; and as ſuch 
they preached it; as very well they might; 
as being men particularly taught of the Lord. 
And as they preached the goſpel, ſo they 
lived the goſpel: and thoſe that are intruſted 
with ſuch a charge, if they think aright, muſt 
needs think that no greater charge under 
heaven can men be intruſted with, than the 
treaſure of the goſpel. And our Lord Jeſus, 
in anſwer to Peter, thus delivers himſelf (a): 
And the Lord fajd, Who then is that faithful 
and wiſe ſteward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
ruler over his houſhold, to give them their 
portion of meat in due ſeafon ? It is the buſi- 
neſs of ſpiritual ſtewards, miniſters of the 
goſpel, ſo to do; and then they may be ſaid 
to divide the word of truth aright, in their 
miniſtrations, as ſuggeſted by our Lord: — 


(a) Luke xii, 42. 
then 


then theſe things, when well adjuſted with 
other parts, of the, ſacred writings, will be 
"known to be undoubted truths. And that fo 
it was Paul and Barnabas preached the goſpel 
to their audience, I think may be W 
granted. 

Or, thus, they ech the goſpel ; 

I. As the ſefvants of Chriſt ; 

II. As the friends of Chriſt ; | 
III. As the diſciples of Chriſt ; 

IV. As the ſhepherds and overſeers of 
Chriſt. 
4. af, As the ſervants of Chriſt: they ſerved 
the Lord Chriſt, they preached - his goſpel 
as his ſervants; and they were his free, chear- 
ful, willing, and obedient ſervants; and their 
= ſervice was accepted of the Lord, and by 
= him owned abundantly, though they were 

oppoſed often in their work : and true it was 
that was ſpoken by the damſel that brought 
her maſters much gain by ſoothſaying (a); 


| 
$ 
= 


| ' The ſame followed Paul and us, and cried, 


ſaying, Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt 


high God, whach Jhew unto us the way of ſal- 
vation. 


This, however deſigned, when ſpoken, was 
(a) Atts xvi. 17. 


certain ; 


— 
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Certain; and ſhe never ſpake any thing more 
true. They had learned the way of ſalvation 
themſelves, and therefore ſhewed it to others. 
And though ſhe might ſpeak at random, it 
was an eternal goſpel truth; for they were- 
eminent ſervants of the Lord Jeſus, as Paul 
and Barnabas were: and as for the apoſtle 
Paul, he thus ſtiles himſelf (a): Paul, a ſer- 
want of Jeſus Chriſt, called to be an apoſtle, 
ſeparated unto the goſpel of God. And the 
ſame apoſtle, was a man of extraordinary ta- 
lents, of great gifts, and eminently uſeful to 
the churches of Chriſt; and more fo, it may 
be, than any man ever was, or any are like | 
to be, except in the latter-day glory. And 
this bleſſed apoſtle, with reſpect to his ſervice 
in the Redeemer's intereſt, ſays (o), For God 
ts my witneſs, whom T1 ſerve with my ſpirit 
in the goſpel of his Son, that without ceaſing 
I make mention of you always in my prayers. 
Or, 2d, As the friends of Chriſt. The 
Lord Jeſus hath but few, when compared 
with them of the oppoſite ſide, even among 
miniſters; the bulk of whom are either ſecret, 
or open and avowed enemies, who run down. 
the ſacred. truths of the goſpel with jeer, 
(a) Rom, i. 1. (3) Ibid, i. 9g. 
| 5 8 ſneer, 


8 
ſneer, banter, and ridicule ; whoſe and wilt 


be, if victorious grace prevents not, moſt 
awful and tremendous. 


But Paul and Barnabas preached the gofpet 


as cordial friends to our Lord and Redeemer, 


and that with godly fincerity : and we know, 


from our own obſervation, that all preachers. 


are not friends, becauſe ſome unconverted 
men. have been miniſters, and axe called ſo, 
that were never regenerated; and it may be 


. they never may; and crowds of them that 


never were ſubjects of divine grace: and tis 


to be feared that numbers wilt be found of 


this complexion, that paſs for miniſters among 
men, that were never real friends to Chriſt, 


that never had a ſpiritual knowledge of him: 


they were not good friends, they were not 
ſtaunch friends, as Paul and Barnabas were; 
they did not abide by the truth as friends, 
did not defend it as our apoſtles did. And 
to be eſteemed a friend by the Lord Jeſus, 
the omniſcient God, what an honour is this? 
Every true believer is a friend, and every 


ſuch friend loves the Lord Jeſus in fincerity : 


but theſe, being apoſtles, had greater advan- 
tage and opportunity of diſcovering their 
friendſhip. - and love, to the Lord 


| Jeſus: 
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Jeſus: and he tells "i . diſciples(a), Greater. 
love hath no man than this, that à man lay 
down has life for his friends: ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you.: 
henceforth I call you not ſervants; for the 
ſeroant knoweth not what hes lord doeth: but 
I have called you friends; for all things that 
T have heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you. And our Lord Jeſus is ſpeaking in 
this paſſage now to us, as though he was 
perſonally preſent : and how lovingly does 
he ſpeak to his diſciples elſewhere(b): And [ 
ſay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of 
' them. that till the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do, . He calls them 
friends: — this is matchleſs, and wonderful! 
Sweet entertainment for the ſaints! And a 


bleſſed appellation this is. What a ſpecial 


friend muſt Chriſt be, to ſpeak ſuch language 


8 


to creatures, ſuch as we are, who are deſerv- 


ing of everlaſting deſtruction! 


Or, gd, As the diſciples of Chriſt. Paul 
and Barnabas were ſuch, though 1 in a higher 


ſenſe than common believers now. And the 


twelve apoſtles of Chriſt are called his dilei. 


0 2 XV. 1 255 155‚ | 0 Luke xii. 4 
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ples (a): And when he had called unto him hits. 


twelve diſciples, he gave them fower againſt 
unclean ſpirits, to caſt them out, and to heat. 


all manner of. ſickneſs, and all manner of dif- 
eaſe ; and this privilege of diſcipleſhip, which 
is an honour and bleſſing, Paul and Barna- 
bas enjoyed and were favoured with, as they 


were true and real followers of Chriſt, and 
preachers of his goſpel : which is not only 
- conſiſtent with, but agreeable to their charac- 
ters, as believers, and preachers; and con- 
ſiſtent with their work and office, and che 
nature of true grace. | 

And though they-were men of great abit 


ties, gifts, and high attainments, they were not 


above being eſteemed by others as the ſcho- 


lars and hind of Chriſt ; who hath taught | 


his diſciples to expect tribulation, and the 
_ croſs, in this world (5): Then ſaid Jeſus unto 
hits diſciples, if any man will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf, and take * has . 
and follow Me. 


Or, 4th, Paul and Barnabas preached FI 


goſpel, as the ſhepherds and overſeers of 
Chriſt. Characters which properly belong | 


16 Mat. x. 1. 0 Ibid, XVI. 24. 


o none la ſuch AY are in the favour of. 
hriſt ; and are gifted by him, and have a 


ſpiritual diſcernment of perſons and things ; 
and that can inſpect the affairs of Chriſts 
houſe. 

No men are capable of diſcharging this 
ſacred function, or office, aright, but ſuch 
that are quickened by ſpecial grace, and are 


made light 1 in the Lord themſelves; and can - 


ſavour of the things of the ſpirit ; and know 
ſomething of a divine change; and have ſome 
concern for the glory of God, and the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, and the bleſſed Spirit; and 
for the good of ſouls; and for the edifying 


of che body of Chriſt; and for building of 
them up in faith and holineſs; and that love 
the Lord Jeſus, and his intereſt. And thoſe 
| that are the beſt qualified for this, are to 
remember, that they are but under ſhepherds, 


and are accountable to Chriſt, the chief ſhep- 
herd. = 


"And the apoſtle Peter who was an elder, 


when exhorting the elders to do their duty, 
and to encourage them thereunto, tells 


them (a), And when the chief ſhepherd ſhall 
(a) . Pet, v. 4. (6) Acts xx. 23. 
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iber, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory, that 


7 not away, 


And how ſeaſonable was this counſel and 
advice, given by the apoſtle to the elders, 
before ſpecified? And how careful was the 
apoſtle Paul to inculcate this, when from Mi- 
letus he ſent to Epheſus, and called the elders 


of the church (a)? Take heed therefore unto 


yourſelves, and to all the flock over the which 


the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to 
feed the church of God, which he hath Pure 


chaſed with his own blood. 


All this ſhews, how needful theſe Sane. 


ters were in the churches of Chriſt ; and the 
aſſiduous diſcharge of their office. And after 


; our Lord Jeſus had interrogated Peter, the 
third time, with reſpect to his love to him, 
and Peter had cordially, and ingenuouſly an- 


ſwered his Lord and maſter, he gave him this 


charge (b): Jeſus faith unto n. feed my 
ſheep. | 


Or, thus, Paul and Barnabas preached the 
goſpel; | 
I. As the watchmen of Chrift ; 
II. As the ſtars of Chriſt; 
III. As the ſheep, and ſent, of Chriſt; 


(a) Als xx. 28. (5). John xxi. 16. 
| IV. As 


687) 
IV. As the ſalt and ſavour of the TY 
1ſt, They preached the goſpel as the watch- 
men of Chriſt ;—that he gave orders and in- 
ſtructions to, to be. obſerved by them, and of 
Vhich they gave notice; and that acquainted 
the churches what appeared to be the preſent 
poſture of affairs relating to the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the corrupt day in which they 
then lived, and how much it became them to 
be upon their guard; and that acquainted 
them (the people of God) of thoſe dangerous 
enemies that were making their approach to- 
wards them; as it became good watchmen 
to do, when they deſcry an enemy; and ex- 
poſe the errors and tenets that were abroad; 
as all obſerving and faithful watchmen ought 
to do: and thus they watched over thoſe 
committed to their care, that they did not 
embrace ſoul- deſtroying and damnable here- 
fies, ſuch as the Arians and Socinians, and 
others, who deny Chrift's ſatisfaction as per- 
fe, full, and expiatory for fin; and other 
corrupt doctrines, as held and maintained by 
them. 
The author of che Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
fuppoled to be the apoſtle Paul, I mean as 
the writer, wer writing to the church, fays 
thus: 


(-88 ) 


thus(s): Obey them that have the rule-oner 


Jou, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for 
your ſouls, as they that muſt give account: 
that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief ; for that is unprofitable for you. FF aj 

Spiritual watchmen deſign the good and 
profit of the ſouls they watch over, leſt any 


root of | bitterneſs ſpring up among them; 


and obſerve that their people are perſons 
that abide ſtedfaſt in the faith, and ſtand by 
the faithful words of our Lord Jeſus Cha, 

and the doctrines, according to godlineſs; 
that is, according to the knowledge, mind, 
and will of God; and that peace and ſpiri- 
tual proſperity might be promoted among 
them. 

And ſuch watchmen as Paul and Barnabas 
exhort believers to cleave to the Lord Chriſt, 
and all his doctrines, with purpoſe of heart (6): 
and they proclaim theſe things openly, " 
declare the eternal reſolutions of God, 
chooſing his elect, and putting them into the 
hands of Jeſus Chriſt, by electing grace. 

And the prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking of watch- 
men, fpeaks-of this act of God (c): I have ſet 
watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, which 


(a) Heb, xiii. 17. (6) Akts xi. 23s (c Iſaiah Ixii. 6. 


fall 
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Jhall never hold their peace day nor night ; 
ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not 
filence : or that they obſerve that the doc- 
trines of Chriſt, his grace, and goſpel, be not 
flighted. 
2dly, Paul and Barnabas ovedchedl the col. 
pel as the ſtars of Chriſt ; and they were ſtars 
of the firſt magnitude; and they will ſhine in 
the firmament of God's everlaſting love for 
ever; it is therefore that the angels, or mi- 
niſters, of the feven churches of. Alia, are 
called by this character, of ſtars, when John 
faw Chrift in viſhon(a): And he had in his 
right hand ſeven ſtars ; and out of his mouth 
went a ſharp two-edged fword ; and his coun- 
tenange was as the ſun ſhuneth in his ſirength. 
And in the fame. chapter (); The myſtery of 
the ſeven ſtars which thou ſaweft in my Tight 
hand, and the ſeven. golden candlefticks ; the 


ſeven ars are the angels of the ſeven churches, 


and the ſeven candleſticks which thou faweſt | 
are the ſeven, churches. And again the reve- 
| Jator thus obſerves (c): Unto the angel of the 
church of Epheſus, write theſe things, faith. 
he that ws the 8 ſtars in his T1 gat hang, 


(a) Rev. i. 16. (e) Ibid. 20. (e) Ibid. fü. 1. 
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who walketh in the midſt of the ſeven golden 
_candleſticks. As ſtars they emitted light to 
others, and ſpread goſpel light by preaching 
the pure and clear doctrines of the goſpel. 
And what a comfortable encouragement. to 
every godly golpel- miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
all thoſe that have been put into the miniſtry 
by him, and will be owned of him, and -ac- 
knowledged by him, as his, to think how 
they wat ſhine in that great day of the Lord, 
that Daniel ſo particularly ſpeaks of, an nd 
Which he avers, with great awe and ſolem- | 
nity (a): And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteouſneſs, 4s the ſtars, far 
ever and ever. 

gd, Paul and Barnabas preached the gol 
pel as the ſheep, and ſent, of Chriſt; they were . 
the ſheep of Chriſt, before they were put into 
that office, as the other apoſtles were; no- 
thing poſſible could prevent that; nor could 
any thing now eradicate that grace that was 
manifeſted unto them, and in them; by which 
it was evident they were ſheep and apoſtles 
too; and that had been beſtowed upon them 
in a gracious and wonderful way. = 


(a) Daniel xii, 3. | 
| The 


N 
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The former twelve apoſtles were bleſſed 

with the ſame grace, and fitted and qualified 
for their work and office, by the ſame ſpirit. 
We might give you an enumeration of ſerip- 
tures to prove this, but let this ſuffice (a): 
Behold I end you forth as ſheep in the midſt of 
wolves ;, be ye therefore w ou as ſerpents, and 
harmleſs as doves. 

And as our Lord Jeſus, wh was that great 
ſhepherd of all his ſheep, from firſt to laſt, 
ſaid to his diſciples, after he was riſen from 
the dead (o), Then. ſaid Jeſus unto them again, 
peace unto you; as my Father hath ſent me, 
even ſo ſend I you : this makes good what we 
ſaid before, that they preached the goſpel as 
ſheep, and ſent, of Chriſt. 

- 4th, and laſtly, Paul and Barnabas preached 
the goſpel as the ſalt and ſavour of the earth: 
Nothing 1s taken notice of in particular, but 
. perſons under this character, by the Lord: 
the unregenerate world, and ſo the world that 
liesin wickedneſs, are ofno account with him, 
andunſavourythingsinhiseſteem: all theworld 
ol the wicked and ungodly, taken together, are 
but as chaff which the wind driveth away. 

And as this ſalt of the earth, Ipoken of by 

e Mat. x. 16. (5) John xx. 21. | 
| M 2 „ 


— 5 = 
8 1 Q - 8 ; [SS — —— NP — — — 
og = — eee e — n _— — * — ——U— Ro te ar ene * — * — 
4. 2x r 


( 9= ) 
our Lord, refers to the firſt apoſtles, as well 
as to the people of Chriſt in general, as” 
our Lord ſays in his fermon (a), Ve are the 
ſalt of the earth : but if the falt have loſt 
hes favour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted: it is 
henceforth good ſor nothang, but to be caſt out, 
and to be trodden under foot of men, The 
ſalt of the earth, as the apoſtles and diſciples 
of Chriſt were, keeps it from corrupting 
and periſhing : thus things appear in the vier 
of the ſaints, and the people of God. 
|  . When they act in their ſeveral ſtations, con- 
| ſiſtent with their character and the word of 
God, and have their converſation in heaven, 
they manifeſtly declare they are the ſalt of the 
- earth, and miniſters of the goſpel allo. . 
Wherever they preach, they anſwer the end 
and deſign of the Holy. Ghoſt, as the apoſtles 
Of our Lord did. And the apoſtle Paul when 
writing to the Corinthians, confirms this truth 
(a), Now thanks be unto God, which always 
cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and maketh ma- 
.. nfeſt the ſavour of ſits knowledge by us in every 
place. For we are unto God a ſweet ſavour of 
Cluriſt in them that are ſaved, and in them that + 
periſh : To the one we are the favour of death 
(a) Mat..v. 13. (6) 2 Cor. ii. 14, 16, 16. 
untle 
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unto death, and to the other the ſavour of 


life unto life ; and who ts ſufficient for theſe 


things? And this laſt clauſe, and who is. 
ſufficient for thefe things? may hide pride 
from men who have the greateſt gifts and en- 


dowments whatever. Ex 
And here every humble, every'true miniſ- 
ter of the goſpel, will ſee occaſion, either be- 


fore he attempts to preach (if his mind is 
deeply impreſſed with the nature of it), or 


when he hath compleated his preaching, to 
confider the nature and importance of ſuch a 
work, and ſay with the apoſtle, And who 
is ſufficient for theſe things? 

Thus, my friends, I have briefly finiſhed 
my thoughts upon the ſubject, not inſenſi- 
ble of my own meanneſs, and imperfections; 
and we may ruminate upon the ſubſtance and 


ſubject matter of theſe things, in our own. 


houles ; and if the Lord is glorified, Chriſt 


exalted, and believers comforted and edified, 


and free grace and Chriſt in the goſpel ad- 


mired, and cordially received, I truſt my end 
in ſubmitting to its publication is anſwered, 


while we yet diſcern ſome peculiar beauties in 
the text, 


And there they preached the abel. 
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